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CLASH OF TITANS
Aftersurviving the Pearl Harbor
attack, B-17E 41-2433 getssome
payback against a Kawanishi
H&K4 on October 23, 1942,

in aJack Fellows illustration.

AH MHAYT 2018




PHLIFL TRAITIP

THE STORY OF THE B-17S THAT ARRIVED OVER HAWAI
DURING THE JAPANESE ATTACK HAS BEEN TOLD MANY
TIMES, BUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM? By STEVE BIRDSALL

s
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ON DECEMBER 7, 1941,

12 UNARMED B-17S ON
THEIR WAY TO REINFORCE
THE PHILIPPINES ARRIVED
OVER OAHU TO FIND PEARL
HARBOR AND HICKAM FIELD
UNDER ATTACK.

."'Lih., li=ed |r:~ :"t'l.lliud Truman ]..l.!l:l-url, wiere from the | 9th Hul'l:||!r
Group's 38th Reconnaissance Squadron. Two of them,
Landon’s 41-2413 and 41-2408 [ri|:i11'1| h'!. Liewtenant Karl
Barthelmess, were brand-new B-1 7Es. The other four were obso-
lescent B-1 7Cs that would never see combat again, Following

Bomb Group, led by Captain Richard Carmichael in 4 1-2429,

Carmichael decided o fly nonheast, “just off the ground,”
and ll':. Bellows Field. At Bellows he encountered mone l'II.'H.l‘i.,
and at Kaneohe and Wheeler too. With linle choice left he
turmied into the wimL lowered l,||1* l:lllt!'illl,_" grar and H:I.EI\ .'|rH|,

had landed there five minutes carlier in 4 1-2430. Licutenants
Robert Thacker in 41-2432, Harry Brandon in 41-2433 and
i David Rawls im 41-2434 |Jt:1".rl:||]:1|‘.l.||11'.~it' and fr irmﬂ}. fire to
i

TR

ALOHAIB-17E 41-2408

ifareground) arrives at a

scene of camage at Hickam
__Field on December7, 1941:

s

were six B- 17 Es from the 88th Reconnaissance Squadron, 7th !

irl e TeAr ‘i!ill].i[l .Ign{'il ||Il‘ I1.'\i]|u I"ll]'| eSS Ol ||Il‘ rursway Hl.
the short auxiliary strip at Haleiwa, Lieutenamt Harold Chaffin i

land at Hickam. Lieutenant
Fobert Ramsey, Brandon’s
1'upi]u| , recalled “getting
shooted at, muchly, by both
countries.” Lientenant Frank
Bostrom in 41-2416 landed
on a golf course at Kahuku.
One B-170 was destroved
onlanding and another dam-
aged beyond repair, but all
cight B-1 7Es andowoB-1 7Cs
were safely down by the
time the Navy issued orders
to “cease hiring on B-17s at-
empting to land at Hickam.”

With every reason toexpect
that the Japanese would be
badk, e rh.len with an 'ill'n.':l.-
sion force, the movement to
the Illlililrili"i'\'ﬂ.b].ﬂ hl'l::lllr'li
indefinitely. All 10 bombers
were commandeered by the
Hawaiian Air Force and put
to work patrolling the sur-
ronnding waters. As a fuwrther
]Jl:':'.:l:lilltl, H:iu. (;t'tl.dl.':ll'i.lh
Rudolph issued an order on
December 10 tnuu':];niul the
B-175 to “blend” with “the
area in which they were dis-
persed.” He later noted tha
”|,||;k ur- IH'n]rrT |;'1||||-:'\ ]'lt'r'-
vents geting color deared,”™
]llll I]"J'l.'i.ltl'(l [||l|’||r'||:|t'!"':\:]||:|.-
nation, The work was hastily
carmied out, ]_u':*\l:m:ih]'_. h}'
or under the supervision
of the Hawanan Air Depot
Fefinishing Secuon. There
was a basic |J.l|tl:t'11:|.'|r|l:|.|]| the
overpainted planes were simi-
lar, but no two were identical,
The colors, chosen |:llr'1'l}'
to protect the planes on the
ground, appear to have been
shadesofrust, sand blue-gray,
the carlier T-.'LHI-I-.I:“.I!!'_: olive
dl'.lh;!lul|'|:'||'.r|:|.n!.\nl:'l:u1n|:'}'-
applied dark olive drab. Data
blocks were masked ofl and
radio call mumbers were
added to the tals,

Brigadier General Clarence
Tinker endorsed the cam-
ouflage program when he
armved o take command of
the Hawaitan Air Force on
December 18, but just three
days later two relatively junior
oflicers, :\-.'n'}' Li. Cmdr.
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cralt idenufication. Red-centered roundels would be displayed
on both port and starboard upper and lower wings as well as the
huselage saides, with 13 alternate red and white stripes painted on
the rudders. 1t's not known to what degree the bolder, brighter
markings contributed to the conclusion of the program, but by
then the unique camouflage adorned atleast 20 B-17Es, includ-
ing the eight December 7 arrivals.

As the threatof attack receded, the B-17s routinely patrolled
the ocean around Hawan, On the afiernoon of January 3, 1942,
23rd Bomb Squadron commander Major LaVerne Saunders,
Aying 429, bombed a pair of submerged submarnines without
result and lostcontact after a 40-minute pursuit. The following
day Lieutenant Kalph Wanderer in 433 reported an enemy sub-
rivarine GO0 pales out, Buat it |'f.|';|.|||'|| heneath the waves,

In the early morming of January 16, six B=17Es from the Sth
and 11th |i¢-i|:]|1.:||n|1|1.-i toak off from Hickam, Their mission

WS LD Iil'l“'.'litil‘ |n|1u-r':|l|u1' e lrltlili‘i‘i.'l.lill'f' I.I'IT““' f’.‘.‘.‘fr'f_ll'-'”.‘-l" |i|.'il~i

HAY 2016 m

e e el e

Three were from the 23rd
Squadron: Caplain George
Blakey in 429, Lieumenant
Franas Seeburger in 432 and
Wanderer in 433, Dunng
the two-week operation they
experienced all the complica-
tions that would hinder units
operating rom advanced
bases for months to come.
After 433 developed a prob-
lemn with the no. 3 engne tha
defied all elorts o repair i1,
the airplane and erew had 1o
be left ar Fap when the oth-
ers returmed o Hawaii on
January 30,

Frank O"Beirne of Patrol Wing Two and the Hawaiian Air | force while pioneeninga route | NOT ALL SURVIVED
Foree's Major Ernest Moore, :Lqr'l'l'rltn'.n'-unp:mni.wh-;iili air- | through the Sowh Pacific,

Clockwise from topleft:
Strafed on approach, B-17C
40-207 4 burns at Hideamn;
41-2434 wears a patch over
“ane very large cannon hole”
in its tail in July 194 2; ground
crewmen bomb up 41-2432 at
PortMoresby in August 1942
dubbed Miss Fit, 41-2433
awaits its next mission on
Guadaleanal in July 1943,
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BLENDING IN Pearl Harbor
aurvivor 41-2408 (right) and
41-2421, which took part

in a daring raid from the
Philippines in April 1942,
wear naw camouflage paint.

he Southern Bomber Command was born when the
Nawy “desired” a dozen B-173 to provide suppon for
the carnier Leaington and Task Force 11 in the New
Caledonia area. Six of the chosen crews had armived
on December 7, and fve of the command pilots
Carmichael, Bostrom, Chalfin, Rawlsand Thacker—reclaimed
the aircraft dhey had fown from the mainland. The exc r|:-um1
was Brandon, whose 433 was still sitting
They left Hawaii o
Salentine'’s 1 In F
(k] "ﬂn\ ( r.ll"(]fﬂ

X lmmlwn e pceeded
nention of fving onwo Townsville,
ustralia, the next day. With foul weather predictedin thatarea,
Carmichael elected 1o lead the Flving Fortresses 1o Brishane,

also on the Auswralian coast but well to the souwth.

His six B-17s landed safely on the Ehl. » aurstrip atArcherheld,
where misfortune, in the guise of a an DC-3, armived that
' . The airliner lost trac unn on the wet landin i

ned into C r 1
wing, Muselage and tail. Nobody was injured, but 430 was left at
Archerfield when the others flew on to Amberey the next day,
then to Townsville on February 20,
A planned mission 1o R:
Britain, was posiponed, so the H-— | 7s were ﬂn“ n HHJmllh
to Cloncurry as a precaution, They returned o Townsville on

i February 22, where things went awry again. Rawls taxied into

416 in the darkness, and is whirling no. 4 propeller chewed
through 434's port wingtip. Carmichael in 429 and Brandon
in 408 were airborne around midnight and reached cloud-
covered Rabaul in the early morming, but defending Zeros

were ready and gave Brandon
a warm reception. His no. 3
engine caught fire, and two of
hiz crewmen were wounded.
Brandon made 1t back 1o Port
Moresby, the advanced base
on New Guinea, running
out of fuel before he cleared
the runway, Camichael Aew
the two wounded men 10
Townsville for medical atten-
tdon, and Brandon brought
408 and the rest of his crew
back the next day.

Rawls' 434 was repaired
overnight with part from 416,
Chaffin’s 430, with a “new”
0 1 on salvaged
from a less-formunate B-17,
passed a test hop on March 3.
Bostrom's 416 remained at
Townsville, where all hope of
rep
two months later when pars
of the bomber were shipped
south to Melbourn
squadron histori
noted: “IF Melbourne
get parts what are we 1o do?




CPFORTE EF STEWVENE FITA

The ships are unloaded there, not here.”

On March 14, Carmichael’s command was officially desig-
nated the 40th Reconnaissance Squadron, 19th Bomb Group,
and remmed to Army control. A few days later Captain Wil-
liam Lewis in 429 and Chaffin in 408 played a partin the rescue
of General Douglas MacArthur, his family and his stall from
the Philippines.

The bold rudder stripes were already gone when the squad-
ron historian noted on April 4 that the markings on the B-17s
had been maodified: *Now the symbol is a white star without
the red dot... The Japs have changed ourideas aboutred.” On
April 22, the 40th was redesignated the 435th Bombardment
Squadron and Major William Lewis assumed command.

Throughout the May 4-8 Baule of the Coral Sea, the 435th’s
bombing was very disappointing, but its relentless reconnais-
sance proved invaluable, The crews were dog-tred, and a trag-
edy was only narrowly avoided on May 11 when Lieuenam
James Gibilrin 432 collided with another B-17 (Eurintg a fruitless
search for a crippled aircraft carrier. Both landed safely, Gibb’s
bomberwith a mangled tail.

The 23rd Squadron’s 433 had been in Fiji awaiting a new
engine since January, Itsulfered forther indignities in Felruary
when Carmichael’s erewmen helped themselves to anvthing
they needed, including five enlisted men from Wanderer's
crew. Finally lown back w Hawaii on March 21, it resumed
Ayving patrols and training missions until April 20, when Captain
Richard Stepp landed short at Bellows Field, tearing off the
tail gunner's section, Named Mg Fit {although it’s not known
whether the name was actoally painted on the plane), it was
considered a “jinx B- 17" by some.

Lieutenant James Van Haur flew 413 to Midway with the
431t Squadron on May 31, but remarned from a scarch mission
the next day with engine problems. After all repair avempis
[ailed, Van Haur llew back to Hawaii on three engines and ook
no further partin the Batde of Midway.

When the 11th Bomb Group moved south to the New
Helwides in July 1942 10 support the Guadalcanal campaign,
neither 413 nor Miss Fit went with them.

y the end of July 1942, now-Lt. Col. Cammichael had

assumed command of the reorganized 19th Bomb

Group, and the 28th, 30th and 9%rd squadrons were

catablished ar Mareeba, Australia, about three hours
by air from Port Moreshy, The 435th remained at Townsville,
though the squadron’s oldest aircraft were transferred 1o the
other units.

Ower the previous months the old B-17s and crews had suf-
fered many mishaps but no fatalines, That changed on August
7, when the 93rd Squadron’s Caprain Harl Pease Jr. was shot
down by Zeros over Rabaulin 429, Pease and gunner Sergeant
Chester Czechowski parachuted from the doomed B-17, but
they were quickly captured andimprisoned, only to be executed
two months later, Pease was posthumously awarded the Medal
ol Honor.

On August 16, Major Dean Hoevet, 30th Squadron com-
mander, was testing a new flare delivery method off the
Australian coast in 434 when it caught fire and crashed. “The
plane was near the beach, its tail end sticking out of the water,”
Chaplain William Tageartrecalled. “It was impaossible o move
the Flving Fortress so we could look for those who might be
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LOBERG AND
THURSTON PUTTHE
BOIMBER THROUGH
A SERIES OF
MANEUVERS THAT

HADIT “SHAKING
AND RIPPLING ALL

OVER LIKE A SKIRT

I A GALE."
—

imprisoned under the wreck”
Twelve men were aboard the
Fortress, but only six bodies
were recovered.,

Rumors had been circu-
lating that the 19th would
be relieved, and new planes
and crews had been arriving
in Australia, In September
408 was assigned 1o the 21st
Troop Carrier Squadron, and
by October 430 and 432 were
relegated o flving leave crews
back and forth to Sydney.

As a result of the Allies’
“Europe first” policyand other
factors, U.S, militiry planners
decided that no new B-17s
would be sent to the Pacific
after October 1942, The plan
was to ultimately replace them
with B-24 Liberators, but in
the meantime there was a gap
to fill. So after the 1%h went
home, 408, 430 and 432 were
overhauled and modified,
returning to action with the

#5rd Bomb Group. Along the
way 430 was named Naughty
but Nice and 432 became The
Last Straw,

Naughty but Niee had a nar-
row escape during the Battle
of the Bismarck Sea in March
194%, when Licutenant
James Easter was morially
wounded by a fighter auack.
Fomunately his inexperienced
copilot, Licutenant Russell
Emerick, was able to get the
bomber safely back to the
advanced base at Dobodura.
The old B-17"s luck finally
ran out in the early morning
hours of June 26 over Rabaul
when a Nakajima J IN1-Ckai
“Irving,” an improvised night
fighter, shot it down. Only
the navigator, Lieutenant
José Holguin, survived bath
the shootdown and his sub-
sequent interrogation by the
notorious Kemper Tai.

Nne way or anothe r,

the 11th Group had

by this time lost more

than a dozen Flving
Fortresses since moving to the
MNew Hebrides. Asa result,on
October 18, Miss Fit joined
the group’s 26th Squadron as
areplacement,

Five days later a routine
anti-submarine patrol enupted
mtoaferociousduel when 433
encountered a four-engine
Kawanishi HGK4 “Mavis”
flying beoat attacking a
PBY-3A Catalina. War comre-
spondent Ira Wolfert was
aboard (see sidebar, P. 27),
an he reported that the pilots,
Lieutenants Edwin Loberg
and Bernays Thurston, put
the old bomber through a
sertes ol maneuvers that had i




SOLDIERING ON Clodowise
fromtop left: After the first
Rabaul raid in Felruary 1942,
41-2408 still sports tail stripes
at Port Moresby; 41-2434 flew
an Australian air force team

to Ohakea, New Zealand,

in July 1942: modified and
repanted, 41-2408 served as
an armed trarsport; The Last
Straw's final misgsion with the
43rd Bomb Group was a raid
on Lae on Septermber 8, 1943,

.'.‘ihilklllik_: LIII(I ]il]l]]il!]l .'1]] e |i.ki‘ il.“iki.l'l .I[l e !._"'.III:'.H ])ilf'.i]l]l 1 |]l‘
I'lI.I:lI!liI!l!.: hant | i Jl.'n'ig.'slm' Licutenant Robern leilm'r and bom-
bardier Lieutenant Robert Mitchell were wounded. Finally,
after 44 minutes of ear-shattering mavhem, the Mawvis was
dowm, Aoating in a pool of blazng fuel. Takeshi Shimoyamada
and his erew penshed,

[drht'l'[': [':l:ﬂ Il.“']\'“.l I':'li]]if'h 11 HIII 100 Iil[l' thil[ i.ll.""l'lll:"lll.H]]i‘l:{.l'r'
wis only shightly wounded, but Mitchell seriously enough 10 be
sent to New Zealand on USS Seface, Miss Fit was back in the air
the next day with Lieutenant William Kyves and his crew.

On October 25, Loberg was flyving 433 on a mission agamst

apanese warships when a 5-inch shell tore through an elevator
Jag hips wl J b shell tore o gl levat

without exploding. Loberg took Miss Fit to Efate the next day,
had a new honzontal stabilizer and elevator installed, Aew back
to Espiritu SantoonOctober 27 and completed a search mission
i the plane the following mormmng!

On December 10, the 315t Bomb Squadron borrowed 433
for a lone photo mission w Kahili on Bougainville, Zeros inter-
cepred Miss Fit, and copilot Captain Carlyle Coleman was
killed by a single bulletin the eve, The B-17"s gunnersshot down
ane of the anacking hghters,

Somenme dunng the weeks after the Midway baule, 413
had been badly damaged in an accident. The Hawaiian Air
Depot’s Colonel Ansel Dekle reported it was “destined for the

iurlk hr:tp“ until “the |m1.l.~;
from HAD" the
repair task. Although it had
sacrificed its vertncal tal sec-
ton o a new B-17F passing
through Hawaii on the way
to Australia in Avgust, the job
was finally completed, and the
reborn B-17E joined the 42nd
Bomb Squadmon as a replace-
menton December 26.
.[I“-'H{iil}": later 413 wasone
ofadozen Sthand 11 th group
B-17s sent to Port Moreshy
for coordinated srikes with
the Fifth Air Forece, remming
to Guadalcanal on January
5, 1943, ( :;Lpt;Liu Glenn Sor-
enson flew the bomber on
missions to drop supplies
to American Lroops fight-
ing entrenched Japanese in
the hills and ridges in the

Matanikan River ol

iL'i'iIlII1l:'(|
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AFTHAT SEAN DMISVINCEN T SOLLECTION

FOErRAL MEW ST ALARD A1 F ORCE DAYE WINC ENT OO LECT A O K. COUL ST R HGH & RATIOMAL BIEHNES

CPFOLITE CLOCHWEE F RS 1O LEFT

Guadaleanal on January

14, When the 11th Bomb j

Group returned o Hawaii,
the well-traveled veterans

415 and 433 were passed on |

to the Sth Bomb Group’s 3 1st
Squadron,

In the evening of March
20, a simple but audacious
mission ook shape whennine
B-17s, including Captain

William Koyes in Miss Fit, |

joined nine B-24s 1o anack
Kahili airfield, Their mission

wiis to attract the atention of i

the searchlights, anti-aircraft

gunners and night fighvers ;

while TEBF \wngrrw slipped

inat 1,500 feet to mine nearby !

Sho rlland Harbor, The
operation was predsely timed

so each flight would be over i

Kahil for nine minutes, and it
was extremely successful. The
following night a “practically

ilentcal” mission was (lown, 1

Major Francis Brady, pilot-
ing 413, remarked, “The fact
that we got 18planesoutof 18
off the ground with no spare

is something that I dare say !

has not happened with new

equipment lec alone old piles |

of junk like we are using.”

A week later Brady flew
the squadron’s other veteran,
433, 1o Espiritu Santo to have
faulty bomb racks repaired.
He wrote in his diary: “It's
no wonder it doesn't work
well. It's had over 1400 com-
bat hours on it and has been
shotup 12 times besides los-
ing its @il onlanding twice. ...

On the way home we lest the |

#5 engine about an hour out
from Guadalcanal, Really a
bag of bolts.”™

The old B-17s continued

their reconnaissance and !

harassing missions during the
following months. On June
15, all were transferred to the
23rd Squadron when the 3 1st
corveried to Liberators, At the
end of August, 433 had been
dropped from 23rd Squadron
records, but 41 3 soldiered on.
Itz Last known mission was a

ey
weather recon from Espiritu

Santoon Hq}tﬂmlmr 12, The
bomber returned o Hawaii
in 1944 and was condemned
therein 1945,

By Movember 1943, the

43rd Bomb Group’s tran-
I

I zition to the B-24 was com-

plete, and 408 and The Last
St were among 1 2 veterman

i B-175 modified for use as

armed transports. With ball
turrets removed and hinged
steel bins fitted in the bomb
bays, they plaved an impor-
tant part in the Admiralties
and Hollandia operations.
On May 16, 1944, the 433rd
Troop Carrier Group sent
432 wo Townsville Air Depot
for repair; The Last Straw
never returned, disappear-

ing from the records after
being declared obsolete in

i January 1945, The 317th

Troop Carrier Group shows
no record of 408 alier the
middle of 1944, and it was
condemned in Avstralia later

i that vear.

And then there was one:
Mizs Fit, the supposedly jinxed
bomber, returned to the TS,
in | 944 and served as a vainer,
first in Florida and finally at
the Hexible gunnery schoaol at

i Yuma, Az The last survivor

of the Pear] Harbor B-17Es,
433 was scrapped at Albu-
querque, MM, in 1945, +

Aviation fistorian Stepe Birdsali
wriles from Sydney, Auitralia,
His first book was The B-17
Flving Forwess, gublished

i JO0S, aand his meast recent

i Pride of Seattle, the sty

of the first 300 B-175. For
ingighd into early operations fom
Australia and New Guinea,

he recammends My Fighting
Congregadon, &y William C.
Taggart, For more on aircrafl
camouflage and markings, e sug-
pests the Mivee-volume Adr Force
Colors series by Dana Bell

FOUR-ENGINE

BOMBERS DOGFIGHT

In his book Battle for the Solomons, war correspondent
Ira Wolfert described what it was like aboard the B-17
Miss Fit (41-2433) when an anti-submarine mission
wrnedinto a duel with a four-engine H&K4 *Mavis®
flying boat on October 23,1942

" e dove straight down so rapidly that my lnees
buckled under me....The bottom turret was
working. The nose bucked with its chugging, like
the handle on an electric riveting machine. ..
When we got on an even keel, | could stand up

again and lock out the window. We were in a squall....

Then we hurtled dear through the eloud and inte Blinding

sunlight and there the Jap was, right alongside us, maybe

fifty ? t away. ... Every trigger on every gun on both

plan es was pre ssed at once and held. Thousands of bullets

criss-crossed through the narrow spread of air....Our plane

shuddered under the impact of bullet after bullet and
teetered and buckled under the blasts of its own guns....

| could see a cannon firing at us, smaoke blowing from its

open mouth like frosted breath, and | could see our red

tracer bullets pelt like darts into the Jap and ricochet off
hi armor and streak wailing straight up nto the air ... The

Jap made a tight turn and we followed suit. [twas a

delicate maneuver, the Jap having a mortal eting in his tail.

To keep away from his tail and give our nose and side guns

a chance toweork him over, we had to turn inside him....

Then the sun blotted out and the whole wild scene was

blotted out by an even wilder one as a cloudburst fell

upon us like a mountain of loose rocks. .. The Jap had
dived nto the cloudburst, either

1o lose us or to maneuver himself

inte a position to kil us. We |ost

him five times in the fight....every

time the Jap plunged inte a

cloud. .we went racing after him

and caught him just as he was
breaking into the clear and hit
hin....The Jap kept very close

to the water to make sure we

wouldn't come in under him. He

has no guns there and we could
tear his belly open with our top
wrret. So the fightwas so low in
the air there would be no escape.

A hit on the controls for either of

us meant the end....This was kill

or bekilled all the way through, ~ GOINGDOWN An H&6K4
one of those arrange ments Mavis erupts in flames
known locally as ‘git’ or ‘git afterbeing hitby a

got.’.. Twice we passed right PEB4Y-1 on May 7, 1944,

over the Jap, so close | could see

the jagg ed bullet-holes we had tornin him....Then, at
1:01, exultantly Lieutenant Spitzer shouted, ‘He's smoking!
One of his motors is gone!’ Then Lisutenant Spitzer, who
was still working his guns, shouted, ‘He's down.’. . There
was an aching silence in the nose of the plane. Amyway, it
seemed like silence. We had all been deafened by the
nobkes of thousands of explosions.”
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