2nd Lt. Francis J. Smith

Submitted by —

Tom Smith Jr., nephew

My uncle was born, the eldest of eight children, on the 6% of February 1921, to Frank and Nora
Smith in West Terre Haute, Indiana.

The family was a blue collar, Catholic, Irish/German extraction, busy household.

“Buddy” as he was known to us, went to school in “West T” and graduated from West Terre
Haute High School in 1940. By all indications he was popular, played sports, and held part time
jobs. Pictures show him to be a strikingly handsome young man.

Buddy enlisted in the Army around 1942 starting out in the Quartermaster Corps. He applied for
and was accepted as an aviation cadet eventually earning his rating to fly the B-24 in 1944,

He was assigned to and flew with the 65sq. of the 43" BG — Heavy, of the 5™ Air Force. He
would have arrived just before or at the time the 65 was moved to Clark Field. He flew as co-
pilot with 1°t Lt. James Franklin in #44-42358.

On a mission to bomb the T’ainan Airfield in Formosa (Taiwan) on the 18™ of May 1945, they
were flying center of a three plane formation. As they opened the bomb bay doors, flack
exploded in the bomb bay setting off the bombs. The plane disintegrated and the two others
were severely damaged by the shrapnel. There were no survivors of my uncle’s crew. The
bodies were recovered and my uncle was returned to Terre Haute for burial. He was 23 years
old.

This was especially hard on the family with Buddy being the oldest. His portrait was displayed in
my grandparent’s living room until their deaths. He was and remains a presence in our family.

He is “Forever Young”.

Both of his brothers, brother-in-law, and many cousins also served in WW |l and Korea, his
brother Shannon in both. Many nieces, nephews and at least one great-nephew, have also
served.
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SOMEWHERE IN THE
PHILIPPINES

MARCH 2L,. 1945

DEAR MOM DAD & KIDS3

j*M AIRDROME OFFICER TONIGHT AND HAVE THE USE OF A
TYPEWRITER, SO THOUGHT 1D BROP A FEW LINES., &S YOU g#
WILL SEE BY THE ADDRESS ON THIS ERVBLOPE; |1 VE NOYED
AGA N, «FlS JINME EOR KEEPS, | HOPEL - ANYWAY WEIBE. HERE
FOR A WHILE.

HAVEN'T HAD A CHANCE TO TRY AND LOCATE DUTCH AS YHT,
AS | HAVE BEEW PRETTY BU3Y, ¢ NOW HAVE THE GRAND TOTAL
OF 109300 HRS. AND 2y POINTS. JUST 76 MORE POINTS TO GO
AND 11LL BE HEADING HOMEWARD. WE MOVED JUST AS MY CREW
WS GEITING SaT FO GO TO SIDNEY, B0 T WAE CALLED OFF FOR
A WHILE., SHCULD BE GOING SOON THOUGH.

| *VE REALLY HAD SOME FUN AND EXPERIENCES LATELY.
THE UAPS ARE ONLY ABOUT % OR i MILES FROM WHERE | CALL
HOME AND THEY HAVE BEEN GIVING US QUITE A BIT OF TROUBLE
OF EATE S WETVE CAIGHT OR KICLED SEVERAL LATEIY, THEY
SNEAK ALL ORER THE PLACE. | BOT TU KNOW SEYERAL GUYS
iN A FIELD ARTILLARY M D INFANTRY OUTFIT, AND HAVE BEEN
GOWNG JAP HUNTING WITH THEM. GOT SNIPED AT ABOUT 50
TINMES BUT WHAT | SAW WAS WORTH IT., OUR BOYS REALLY MEAN
BUSINESS AS FHE NIPS ABE FINBING OUT.  TELL DAD | KIND OF
GOT A ROUGH IDEA OF WHAT HE WENT THROUGH IN THE LAST WAR-.
NOW | KNOW WHY FHEY CALL THE I'NEANTRY *THE BACKBONE OF THE
e . TeEy REALLY KMNOW THEAR JOB AND DO [T, '-OF COURSE
THE AIR CORPS IEN'T A PUSHOVER, HAL - WE DO PE LENTY, MOSTLY

SWEAT NG TLatGE. WIGH | oD FEL L VYOU- OF—B6We—0F —THE

RAIDS |'VE BEEN -ON,. THEY WERE ‘RUNDINGERE,

| GOT A LETTER FROM HELEN DATED MARCHS5TH WHICH [SNt'T
S0 BAD. AM EXPEGCTING QUITE A FEW IN THE NEAR FUTURE
THOUGH, HOW HAVE THE CHECKS 3EEN COMING? BE SURE AND
LEF ME KNOW IF THEY SKIP ANY,

CaNt'T THEME OF ENOUGH 10 FILL ANOTHER PBPRGE, 30 WlhiL
CLOSE.,

LOVE TO ALL;

o A

P.S. IF YOU GET A CHA\GE, HAVE SOME PICTURES TAKEN OF THE
NEW PLACE AND SEND SOME. _
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IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF

Serond Lienltenant Francis J. Smith

WHO DIED IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY

in the Seuthwest Pactific Aren, flay [B, 1945,

HE STANDS IN THE UNBROKEN LINE OF PATRIOTS WHO HAVE DARED TO DIE
THAT FREEDOM MIGHT LIVE, AND GROW, AND INCREASE ITS BLESSINGS.
FREEDOM LIVES, AND THROUGH IT, HE LIVES—

IN A WAY THAT HUMBLES THE UNDERTAKINGS OF MOST MEN

PRESIDENT/OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA




NOBLE J. JOHNSON COMMITTEE ON
6TH DISTRICT INDIANA APPROPRIATIONS

HoME ADDRESS:

P Congress of the United States
1Bouse of Representatives
WW@ashington, B. €.

June 22,
1945

Mrs. Nors L. oSmith,
1718 South 10th Street,
Terre Houlbe, Tadiana,

Dear Mrs. Smith:-

When the official Casualty List issued
by the War and Navy Departments came to me
T was very sorry to learn that your seon Franeis
had lost hls life in the service of his country.

It is with a feeling of the most profound
sorrow that I learn of the great number of our
boys who are lost and e specially is this true
when the list contains the names of those from
the Congressional District T have the honor to
represent.

It 18 a sourece of comfort, I am surs,
Mrs., Smith, to know that the cause for which
your son gave his life has been advanced so def-
initely toward victory -- a victory that he
will have made possible. His unselfish devotion
to duty is an example to his comrades to finish
the task and to all of us to re-dedicate our
lives to the ldeals for which he so nobly fought.

Please accept my sincere sympathy and do

not hesitate to call on me if T can be of assis-
tance to you in any way.

Mrel yo%zrs,
Nobjé. Johmson, HM.C.

We




GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

AP0, 500,
June 10, 1945,
Mrs. Nora L. Smith,
1718 South Tenth Street,
Terre Haute, Indiana,

Dear Mrs., Smith:

My deepest sympathy goes to you in the death

of your son, Second Lieutenant Francis J. Smith.
Your consolation for his loss may be that he
died in the service of his country in a just cause and for

the benefit of all.

.‘hf
hae




STXTY FETH BOMGAROMENT SQUADRON (#)
FORTY THRD BOVYRMNT GROUP (W)

APO 74 c/o Postmasten
San Francisco, (atif.

21 May, 1945

Mus. Nona Smith
7718 South 10th Stneet
Tewne Haute, Indiana,

Nearn Mes. Smith 5

I can think of no mone unnfeasant duty that wniting a Leiten Zo the Loved
ones of a soldien Lost in combat. Wonds of symnadthy are futile, J nealize, but please
accept my letien as sincenely as it is wnitien,

Following are the detaifs comcenning the Loss of the ai}tcnafi. The details
are fact and the facts ane stated frnankly: Seven Liberaton Bombens of the 654h S%uc'za'-
)wn,l 43nd Bomb Groun ( r‘r’), ook qff nom thein (Larnk Field base éa/c!.g; on the monni
of 18 May, 1945, and headed fon the Japanese~hetd istand of. Formosa, 500 miles to the
nonth, Coru‘!mu'm; a vigorous campaign of severnal months, i.‘/;e_gf wene to bomb. aindrome
installations and ntanes at the of/zciz‘.egic Weonat Crmz‘ city _o,{ {ainan, ‘

7he tarnget was ably defended by anti-aincrafz defenses, well known to oun
intefli gence Qf ficons and combat crews alike. Previous missions had neturned with
numenows holes susiiined from these defenses, but always the damage to oun planes had
been minon, 2he infuries 2o oun men either negligible on non-existent. The safest
appfwadmxj o the tanget had been :ﬂain,ﬁz‘a,!aing!y studied, the crews cme;fu,&(y b/z,ie;fed .

[t. Smith and his ten-man crew, .{ji : /gz a new B-2%, were !.eacﬁinsz the three-
plane V fonmation of the second element. The Llight acnoss the South (hina Sea was
uneventful. The south tip of Formosa lay 2o the south and the Tainan airdnome was
stretched out some three miles to the nonth, with a few black pulfs atready 699,&7!71_,'?9

to testify 1o the alentnoss of the A/A qun crews. [he bombens started into the aif(a,ig/zi
and teved nun that preceded the bomb nelease. Suddenty in the middte of the formation
thene was a shatiening explosion, and debris petied the sides of the two planes on the
wings. [t. Smizh's plane had apparently sustained a direct hit in the bomb-bayy, seiiing
qff‘ the entine toad of explosives. The big bomben disentegrated immediately, with what
nemained of the fusetage falti na away enveloped in a sotid mass of Leame. The crew
could not have known what hit them-——it was too sudden, atd over in an instant. No one
aboard coutd have: sunvived thase {ew seconds.

It was one of the blackest days this squadnon has known., Thirnteen men, con-
scientious and vatuable men, wene definitely lLost. The fact that they did their job
weld 2o the end, and hit the tangei can be ondiy A/igfu‘. corvsolation,

Il there is anything J can do to alleviate yowr suffering, please tet me
krnow and 7 shatl do miy uzmonst. ffft,mng;ammz‘a ane f)ef'.n_g made zfoc{af; Lo c/zape,! senvices,

VP’ %eﬂ?jy i;bww

cgnf(ul.r.z , flan r’)fcp.a s
Cammand.ing 5



(OMMERCIAL SOLVENTS (ORPORATION

TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA

TELEPHONE CRAWFORD 7071

January 7, 1946

Dear Mrs., Smith:

It has been the poliey of our Corporation
to give each employee entering military
service one month's pay - one-=half upon
induction, the balance upon his return to
our employment or to his beneficiary.

Nine of our fine boys will not be coniing
back,

We ask, therefore, that you accept with
our deepest sympathy the attached check
which was due Frank.

We trust that you will derive some cemfort
from the fact thst we too share your loss,

Yours very sincerely

gol/s PLANT MANAGER

enclosure



THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY VESTED IN HIM BY CONGRESS
HAS AWARDED THE

PURPLE HEART
ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON
AT NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, AUGUST 7 178

TO :
Serond Nieutenant Francis J. Smith, A.S.No, D-B3383(,
FOR MILITARY MERIT AND FOR WOUNDS RECEIVED
IN ACTION
resnlting in his dealh fuy (8, (343,

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
THIS 30th DAY OF June 1945
Hlt‘.(lllld‘l"\l_l\’ OF Wan

A,
b
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TELEPHONE, C-#230 °

" A P ._ﬂf“.., 4 A‘L".A,u.,

.'\' . '
" i \ Vs p“‘a- , / _

Ta ROGERSON & WEDEL Dr.

West T;m Haute, Indiana Lj_ / Q‘ 7 194.1

24 Hour Ambulance Service S ' 216 National Avenue
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CHECK TYPE REQUIRED WW 1Y APPLICATIOW FOR HEAD NE OR MARKER ' \¢ /\

(See Instructions attached) e . (Please make out and return in duplicate)
UPRIGHT MARBLE HEADSTONE ENLISTMENT DATE SERIAL No.
L] EMBLEM (Chcck

L) FLAT MARBLE MARKER Octe ,al 5 1942 : 0-E 631 i1 CHRISTIAN
E FLAT GRANITE MARKER | DISCHARGE DATE PENSION No. l:l HEBREW -

[] BRONZE MARKER p _ e
NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial) ' | | S75 \ & COMPANY

Fc 5 132'

" NAME OF CEMETER‘{

vary Lellelely Terre Haute __I.'__l.@__dié.na

IP TO (I CERTIFY THE APPLICANT FOR THIS STONE HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH ME TO TRANSPORT | NEAREST FREIGHT STATION (Cily and State)
| THE STONE FROM THE FREIGHT STATION TO THE CEMETERY)

POST FFICE ADDRESS OF CONSIGNEE

/ (SIGNATURE OF COHSIGNEE) ' ' Ve ¢ e @ He

l DO NOT WRITE HERE ‘ | certify this application is submitted for a stone for the unmarked grave Qf a veteran.

FOR VYERIFICATION TV ', | hereby agree to assume all responsibility for the removal of the stone Earomptly upon
11129 L A AR | | arrival at destination, and properly place it at the decedent’'s grave at my eXpehse

"ORDERED

. + X ! - }/M/ JM 2511949

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE DATE OF APPLICATION
SHIPPED ADDRESS (Street, City, Statc)

1718 South 10th Street, Terre Haute Indl

gngG "';E R:;; 623 IMPORTANT—Complete Reverse Side 23_11453_7 GPO

£
2
%
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