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done so already, Most of them are nert at the stork ' too' lfe took off

it O8AO and landed there about five minutes later, but had to wait 25

minutes for a Jeep and wero ten minutes late for the scheduled

i" . i i i i "s.  we mit  wi th Lt-  Pol lard whom r had previously met whi le

larp". i t i  f i  assigned to Bomber Command in Apri l  (whi le-there one

;; ; iG i i ' l rea*iast  the news coming over the radio suddenlv made
'ii1it 

"i". 
to President Trunan, our first knowledge of the death of

Rc,oseve 1t ) .

A f t e rmee t i ngw i t hL t .Po l l a rd . ,wewen t t osee theC i t a t i ons 'H i s to r -
iZi i - ,  i -z an6 Legal Off icers about var ious 43rd Group problems. we

ooi lact  to the bZa and took of f  about 1100'  General  Crabbe was to

i i i i r .  on Ie at  L445 Lo present medals to some 2oo of our men, so, as

Cltutlotta Officer, I had to make a fert arrangements ' Vte -trucked the

i ." ip i"" t"  down at 1330 to the end of the str ip and l ined them up

proplr ly,  set up an anpl i f ier  and r tai ted for the 825 br inqinq Br iga-

i iu i  er" .r" I  Cr ibne, Cb of Bom Com. f t  landed at 1445 and taxied by

" ' .Hansenand lhopped in t vo jeePsand fo l l owedh im to the reve t -ment where Hansen tool charge of the General and I grabbed a Captain

.na nirst Lieutenant and, a lergeant who were to help with the chores.

After another twenty minutes we were all set and the ceremony began.

l i i  t i r "  men were l ined up with Crabbe, Hangon, and me facinq them at

the  m ike  and  the  tab le  p i l ed  w i th  A i r  Meda IE ,  Pu rp le  Hear t s ,  DFC 's ,

.  s i l ve r  s ta rs ,  and  so  ro i t n .  I  go t  hoa rse  ca l l i ng  ou t  a l l  t hose
'  

nir .s,  but got along O'K. I t  was over by 1540 and-then -back to some

iiirto.y rori. tJe hlve layouts and some photo stuff_ leady with the

narrat ive st i l l  to be done. I t 's  fun but means working at  night.  5o,
' " i t t r  ut l  my other jobs, lntel  l igence, Courts Mart ia l  '  etc.-  I  am
pretty wel l  occupied.

5Oc tobe r ; I t r i ed . t oma i l a l a rgeenve lopew i t ha l i t t l eb i t o f
something to corrnemorate our third anniversarry.  but the P'O' put a
quietus 6n me by tel l ing me I  needed about s ix more stamps than I

naa .  I t  ge ts  bus ie r  a l l  t he  t ime  a round  he re -  l l y  s i x  j obs  s t i l l  go

on with c-onstant ly diminishing staf f  to do the actual  work and now
they threaten to make rne several other things when some of the crews
put i  out and take some of the older administrat ive heads with them.
We st i l l  haven' t  got those batt le stars that we should have by now'
I t  seems that sor0ebody doesn' t  want us al l  to take off  at  once'

.  .We had a beer issue yesterday and I 've got to pick mine
up here at the 'ffice and take it to the shack. I moved into a nevt
home here at  Group. Later I  wi l l  hawe to go to a 1300 Staff  meet ing
and see I 'hat the latest info is or is rumored to be. What a bul l
session those things blossom into every dayl

1O Oc tobe r :  I t ' s  a  v r i ndy  n igh t '  a lmos t  co ld ,  and  I 'm  s i t t i ng  he re  j ' n

the  ten t  a t  2200  hou rs ,  se t t l ed  i n  a  f i e ld  j acke t .  Las t  n ighL  w ls
unmit igated hel l .  There was a storo warning ear ' ly in the day, so vre
o"ere on the lookout for high winds; but there's l i t t le you can do
actual ly af ter ty ing the ropes t ighter '  dr lv ing the stakes deeper and
maybe saying an incantat ion or so. By mid af ternoon the gt ind vtas up
to 30 mi le gu5ts,  but that 's not unusual.  Neither etas the rain that
came with i t .  We're-more or less used to both.  The storm center r tas
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. xpec ted  to  a r r i ve  by  1 ,800 .  We l I '  a t  f 630  th lngs  were  g ie t t i ng  rough .

Our big squad tent,  intended for ten to tvtelve men, was heavlng and

f l app ing  l i ke  a  handke rch ie f  caugh t  i n  a  fan .  We na i l ed  f -wo  by  B ixes

agiainst-  the wi ndward wat l  and planted the other_end aetalnst chock
h i ^ . . 1 t4  na i l ed  to  the  f l oo r  and  I  i kew ise  on  the  l ee  s ide  w i th  the  ends
nai ied, io heawy stakes d!- iven i  n ' , -o the mud. Extra t in l tas nai ied up
Lo i . -eep out ' .h€ r*o:n and =pr-e) ' .  The gus+-s i+e:-e beginni lg to hi i  40
anri  5O at t i rnes, rrot  alarnr inE yet '  Cne could st i  1 l  wa l '1" r-he L00
yards to i .he mess hal  I  wi thoul  danger and i"-e did.  The::e i ;as scup e.nC
beans and i t  was preEty gooei and we knehr we'd r ,eed i t  before -*e

1 :  a l taA i iaa  c* .^ r . .d

After 3upper came the darkness and the vigi l .  You stand a nd'  walclr
t -he  f l app ing  ten t ,  l i s ten  to  the  e reak  o f  s t - ra in ing  j c rn t s  and  hope '
Ttre wrnd <lrawa back in sudden hush, then cones rushing l ike a mad-
. j en€d  an in ia l  pav r ing  and  tea r i r rg .  You  r - i gh ten  up '  xa i t i ng  fo r  t imbers
tc sn3p. canl /as tc r ip.  Somewhere the:-e is 3n arrgry Ehout,  the
r^ r :mh l  e  r f  shee f  ! . . i y r  r , e in -  i r ' r n  , t n . l  t ossed  and  sound  o f  o  c rash .
Son iebody ' s  go - .  i "  l l r eady  I  Who '3  nex t?  Eve ry  rn rnu - .e  the  l h jng  l a ins
mol l lentuH|.  The planks at  the top bend and iee.p '  changLrrg p'"s l+- ion by
-- tee i ' . te inches. then snapping taut again.  There is a lcud tnepprng

ound. A plank broke. E rush for hanrrner a. !d ndi  i .s and braces,
rei iet  wh€i i  i r  Is shored up, Anxiety r .hen 'L i Ie next b]  o!r-  s+tEes "
Foriun6iely there are enough of us iri the tent io!- 'three or four !o
hold whi le Zine athers ia t i :e exf:ra bracing is l ih ?:anener ai- id rr* i is.

Wiren ihe nex' i -  b lcr t  aair tes,  there begi,-r  to be l i t t le r ips i f i  the i+nt.
Liren !:ig rips, spr-ay evet-lwhere. Fonchos and. ex-L.l.a blackef s ar€
t-hr:offfi aver beds qri ih c I tth€s eratftried wi th books and pepers i nto bags
; : -  boxes  and  s tu f fed  under  a  she l te r  ha3 f .  A l l  i - h i3  Eoes  on  fo r
ho l ! : - s ,  ro r i t h .  f  i r - ; t .  r es lg ina t i un ,  Lhen  hop* ,  chang i i . ng  p laces  seve ra l
r . i r nes  pe r  r n rnu te ,  F i na l l y  exhaus t i on .  You  say  t o  he l l  i . l i t h  t he  i en t
and rununage 1n ch€ corner f  or a can .- '  f  sardineB, PdrkeC ir .  a i tet
chair ,  'vrrapped j ,n a darnp b] anket and close enouqh Lo the d.oor to
escape  sudden ly  fa i i i ng  t i n :be rs ,  you  sp*a r  sd ! ' d ines  w i i -h  a  kn i fe .
Tbere are .ro l  ights and the f lash l i .ght batte: ' ies are t . . ro precious io
' r as te  +n  sa rd . l nes .  so  i t ' s  a i l  done  i n  t he  c i a r k .  S t i i i  t he  w ind  and
nrise and the iear oi  - r  cracked. skul  l .  Cancern f  or * 'he skui  I  has
ta l i en  p lace  o f  conce rn  fo r  t he  t -en t .  W i ] l ds  a re  no*  a ro i i i r c i  7C  to  6C
io l  l es  pe ! -  hou r .  A i ! ' p l anes  ou t  t he re  e re  ce r ta f  n l y  ca tc i - r i ng  l he
dsv i i ,  l eshed  down  o r  r ro t .  T in  i s  f l y :ng  ove rhear i .  The  Orc ie : - l y  Room
is  b reak inE  up .  Lo t - s  o f  s tu f  f  i s  ! ' u i ned .  B ig  j oke  I  Peop l  e  €6 t -1ng
sa rd ines  i n  a  t yphoon  a r€  i i k€ l y  t o  l augh  a t  any th ing r .  'Any t ,h ing  l o t
r  ' s , , . r h  , !  cF , - , ' , t - -  i ^Tes  Woncr  ou l  o f  h rs  da rk  dnd  we t  hed  .  l i e  i r es  . . he

b ianke . t  c i re : '  l r i s  1 ' read .  Ano the r  shask  nex t  dos ! '  j us t  w€ i ' " .  The re ' s
:he bengi lg r f  ihe hes' iners on t  j  n Cown ei .  Hanson's p l  ace .  Somebody
u : ,  i  L  ge t  h : s  f  oo1  neck  bus r -ed  up  on  tha t  roc f  .

TL '=  22EC r i cw  and  cu :  b rEces  have  he id .  The  w inc i  seems  La  be  abou t
: l - -e  se rne  anC I 'F r  g+ i r - i ng  s leeqy .  I n ta  a  da t *p  sack ,  unaer  poncno  anC
b ian l . -e i - .  i u i  l y  c ig thed ,  I  s t reLch  ou l  a r l d  . ny  ba r -e  i ee t  h i t  a  cc l i l
pudd le .  Fuc i c i i e  ce t=  l i a r rne r  -  i r l he  n  i 'm  a lmos t  os leep ,  a  r i ng  La i l ed .
ioot-er . r f  a wyef ichr i - rE grts i  calrse3 lhe t 'eni  to iean anoi l :er fcrr : i :  t -c

.

t ?
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.- , rLe si&e. Out of  bed ,  ready to j l lmp aut and under the f  loor,  but i t

ho ids .  gack  i n t c ,  t he  sack .  I n  and  ou t  a l l  n ig rh t ,  ra in  and  pudd les ,

creak and groan. anei  f inal ly morrr ing. Bones ache, eyes ache. bdck

aches, tenl  droops and dr ips.  3ut the wind is do1an to 25 and we have

r *ade  t t .  We  s lo lh  i o  b reak fas i ,  i i s i en  to  s to rm c rphans  te l i  o f  l he

"n" 
rr.t"t got their plzces, ho!f, th€ tin wh)zzed. over and just migsed

tl;,em. Evehgher e lf.ere is wteckage--S-2 ' S-3' 6-4 all f lat' The

F,hoto ]ab is a me=s of soaked kindl ing e?ood excePL f , : r  steei  t rai ler

in ics.  Tne ca' t?ee tastes good ihough. T?r is has happened betare

i 'y*, .y.  Ie Sh jma, rnay i i  s ink under t -he ' ' :a 'es and be eaten slc l t iy by

f  : ' t t te f  ishes !  Fi ter we get " .aken ai i  at  i i l .  
' r ' lhen wi l l  lba?- be?

And now to ihe zaivage ar:d the re-oui  id ing--agein.

We! I  ,  t i :at 'e ho1p i t  r , ras.  Tonighi  there is ! ' . ind eround 25 mi Ie;  per

ho r ,  but that seems aimo=i cahe. 'vfe now have l  ights er l t  the :-adio

is lco'king anri bacan is ivyinE 6n the alcohol stove and a game of

hearts is ln pragtees - As a resu i t of tlne sto!'$, r nstr have +-'r.o new

tef l t  maf,es. i 'm afra jd +-r . tey ere going to i 'e bette: '  ; - rear-r-  s pi1} '=rs '

Dur ing october there is st i l l  some lhought of  the 43rd becoming an

ec t i ve  pa r t  o f  + .he  occupa t ion  i n  Japan .  w i th  tha t  t hough t  i n  m ind
!1 . -?E hF l fa  l - , , ip r ,  q . rn rF  hr i ,o f  f  1  i .1hrs  Lo  th€  Tac i r i kawa area  '  Some o f

those f l ights have been by col - Pettus and l t la j  or Hansen. Exploratory
miss icns  inc luCe Capt '  Herb  Agard ,  now Group CO,  Cdpt  '  F - f i  l i on  Bud
Gusack ,  F l iq rh t  Surgeon,  L t .  L indon Toepper - 'e  i  n  and capt .  G ienn BaIec .
- ^ . '  r f - ^ '  ' x  A - - d

Top  {  l . t  .  Toepper t re  i  n  )  : n  a  Ie t te r  da ted  21  Oc tobe r  H ro te ,  " I  have  i t r s t
w r i i - t en  a  l e t t e r  and  sen t  i i  w i i h  l i a  j o r  i i ansen ' s  c rew.  i  go t  up  a t

2 :30  th i s  morn lng i  and  a f te r  hav ing  the  c rews  b r i e fed ,  i  have  a  l i t t l e
t i ne  to  th ink ;  an< i  I  an  l h ink ing  ho .w  n i ce  i t  wou ld  be  i f  I  cou ld
.a t . -h  . rne  . ' f  th . -o  n i  a r lpq  t t . 'me.  The i  a^Les t  r - i i .E1o i  thd t  I  have is  tha t  I

wi l l  p robab ly  be  ass igned  to  the  13 th  A i r  Fo rce  and  f i y  i n  829s .
T 'n i s  w i  I  I  mean  rha t  I  ] " ' i  t  I  p robeb ly  go  to  Se ipan  c r  Guam'  Acc+- : -d ing
lo  L t .  S i can j i s  t ha t  l s  no t  a  bad  move ,  he  an< i  L t .  C l i r r c i r  say - "  (O f

.ou rse  j i  d idn ' r  v to rk  cu t  i ha i -  r+ay .  i

l - r  e  i e t t e r  ; dds  i . h :  s  pcs tsc r i p i :  "Ha  j , . ; 7 '  l l ansen  s  sh ip  r s  ca l  l ed  the
Dy-agon  and  i { i s  Ta Ie  and  shows  a  g i r i  i n  t he  c lu 'uches  o f  a  d ragon ;
probabiy r , t i l l  be in some of the newspapsrs iCal i for-nia) more than
l  i ke  l y .  "

Ey  th i s  t  j n re .  w i th  Herb  Egard  be ing  Gro r - :p  CO e f te r  Hansen ' s  c iepa r -
tua€. i1e has mcved j r l t*  .he =haek fc: 'mer^ly occupie4 try C'Ll  .  Fettus
and .-h+n b]' iiansen . i ar* no-ri ofie r'! six r-rr g€v€fi i ivi ng there '
- - - - 4 : * ^ -  r . . i e h  / ' , ^ +  . i r - . r n  H  ! { u s t a - . n  c h = n l a i n  

' l . t  
F e l  i ' z  ' l a r t f l $ e n ,

t _  t - j . ) =  L  !  t \ t i  w  r  L  r i  L s  ! r  u

P-;da:" Cf f i t-:-. Lt . Robcs-i vr . E's ack-narn, liia=P"ie ) . G:'+';p \C juLa-,f- .

' T . . . n  r , - - <  r r r e i  ; ' 1 ! . , e  r ' 1  a n : r c i n L e d  F € c r u i i i n ( I  C f f i C e r  t n  s d d i r - i o n  L o  h : s

+r  e : -  . i u r r  i es .  f i r oug  Gr :nne ry  D f .  I i ce r  (p r imar -y  Cu ty i .  P la r , s  a r rd  T i : i ' i n -
t n r s  O i i i ce r ,  

- r t ecogn  j  L  i on  O f  f  i ce r .  G roup  Ass l s "an t  A i r  l r , spec to r ,
S ' . . $E : la : ' y  CaurE  O i f  i ce r .  i i e  aods  rn  a  i e l l e r  o f  2 i  Ac+ -ober l  " i  ncy
=!sc bicome D:tarhm€Ert Co*nre nEier;  that:s i -he Consnand ing 'J€'€.  icer +i
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the Headquer  ters
oi  the Gr-ouP - I
ne  'The  Hub '  -  "

squad . ron .  Don  '  t  ge t  t h i  s  con f  used  w i th  be i  ng  the  CO
arn not that rnuch af e whee L as yet , but some do ca I I

on  25  Oc tobe r  cap t .  Aga rd  appo in ted  a  r i e ta i l  f o r  t he  spec ia l  cou r t s

l Iart ia l  Court  " for t r ia l  of  such persons as may properiy be brought

be fo re  i t . ' '  These  were  cap t  '  R i cha rd ,  L .  Tho rne  '  Ad ju tan t ;  l s t  L t .

F.r thur D. Byrne,,  Tr ial  Judge Advocate ;  Znd. Lt  .  c loyd w. Mr-rnser.  Jr .  .

2nC L t .  C ia r -ence  B .  Russe l l  and  Znd  L t .  Rober t  E .  S toneburq ,  De fense

Ccunse l .  Th i s  same spec ia l  o rde r  a l so  appo in ted  Cap t  '  R i cha rd  L -

Thorne Command, i  ng Aft icer of  the 403rd Sguadron, replacing Major

Leond rd  F ,  LedbeL te r  " r e I i eved  e f f ec i i ve  t h i s  da te ' "

See copy af arc:er.  Exhibi t  6 G

L7 OcLober:  Tonight f  o:-  ihe f i rst  l ime in what seems l ike mi,nths

Lhere, s nol  a st i r  in the pine trees hereabouts.  i ' lot  a gaie nor even

a  zephy r .  I t ' s  wonder fu l  '  The  moon  i s  sh in ing  b ig  Bs  can  be  abou t

in t i re- second quarter and very br ight.  I 've had less work to do and

same t lme  to  reac i ,  o rgan ize  a  vc l  l ey  ba l l  i - eam.  mcs t  ] y  f rom pe rsonne l

in cu::  querters.  and tc see some novies the past fcur days'  G I '  .Toe.

The  L i f e  o f  Pas leu r ,  Du f  f y ' s  Tave rn '  and  A  Be i I  f o r  Adano '  I  have

even  read  a  book  th i s  week ,  Cc i  .  sco t . , _ , s  God  i s  rny  co -F  j  l o t ,  and  I

have  s ta r ted  l r v i ng  s tone 'E  i ; r sno r ia  I  w i fE .  The  mos 'u  l as t i ng  o f  t hese

mov ies  i n  i t s  lmpress ion  was  G . I .  Joe  '  o f  cou rse .  The  v i v rd  p i c tu re

o f  f oo t  so ld le rs '  m ise ry  mekes  a l i  o i  ou r  b i t ch lng i  abou t  con t i nued
overseas  du ty  a f te r  t he  cessa t i on  o f  hos t i i i t i es  seem p re t t y  pe t i y  i n
n l y  op jn ion .  The re  i s  a  l o t  t o  be  sa id  fo r  

"he  
fee i i ng  tha t  we  wno

aie sr- i  i  I  aI  ive ovce lo lhose who &ren' t  the duty of  pl-eservinq r+hai

they  d ied  fo r ,  o r ,  more  p rac i i ce l l y .  we  o l ' e  l t  t o  t he i r  k i ds  to  see
t-hat our own .sei  f  ish desire to be t ione with i t  aI  I  doesn' t  pave 'Lhe

*ay  fo r  a  re r rewa l  o f  t he  th ing  j usL  enc ied ,  The re  r s  g rea t  oppo l - tun i -
t y  : hese  days  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  + -ha t  p r i nc i p i e  o r  i o  he ip  des t roy  i t .
i jnf  c ' r ' tun,ate iy there s€em tc be l ls:-e l rho tend to the i  at ier course
.- i rese <iays, er l t rer b:v posi i ive act lon o;-  by apalhy '  Tl ,e:-e nust be a
r ight l ray to go about what i ias "uo be done. I  wish I  couid decide f  or
r v=4  )  f  . t  t '  I  a -< i  i ' r q f .  V ;ha i -  - ' - ne t  iS .

Sunday. 2L Oct-ober.  I {eard the radio rebrcadcast of  the Tennessee-
Aiabsrna game and the Purd.ue*Ohia StEte Eame yes'uerday rebroadcast
f  rom F r i sco .  i t  'E  cco l  enough  Lod ,ay  t -6  sea r  BLC f  i y i ng  - racke t . .
c i , uuc i y ,  I  ooks  l i ke  ra tn  ,ega in .  Tha i -  e i i - he r  happens  o r  t h rea teY ' l s
a imost every day . lieed about one mc:'e days '*cri< c:: the G:-cup ''L:=i.yy

and lhen i t  wi  i  i  be on i ts way to 
'Fiesl i  

i  r rgi t  on .  i i .  is  real  ly a monu-
nental  wcrk,  ar-  i€as! - ' - -v lo lnches ' .h ick,  and hard tc '  t ' i i rd togel l !e ' ! ' :
bu t  i n  r r y  own  and  Sg t .  Hoove r -  Co t t ' s  op in ion ,  i t  i s  d  goo t i  j ob .  ' $ f r re  n
j , t  i s  f  i r r a i  i y  done .  t ! ' e re  w i i l  be  l 1 l t l e  t o  r l c  bu t  se rve  mere l y  by
wa i r i ng .  And  pe rhaps  read ing  e  b i t  more  than  i  have  ccne  tn  the  pas t

( - - rc i  ube( .  Cat-r  i  i -
1 r s? , t; ' ],-f, n we .Jil

b* t - fue i .h&i .  i .neT ai ; ,A i€; I - . , '€ rrrhC St. : r :d
7e 3={z}.vze d{e ; tw*d. 6 i  asi  i r i r ;  ' jebi  i  i , ' i '

' : ; r ;  nn a ' rz 7 e

ai ic w3. i  L- !
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services rendered. The monotony is varied no'w only by somet imes
sitt ing and $tait ing or walking and wait ing. I t 's a lways wait ing
reEardless fif the posture assgmed. There are books and meals and

"uitui '  
hcgrs for sleep, but the t ime between drags terr ibly. Soon

*o*r al!  our planes wii i  have been f lown out by crews returning to the
Stat-es 

'Ey a/r.  and then we wil l  even be isolated from Okinawa '
Ttrecretilal ly --bere is a. r-equlat t erry service across t-he bay' but
rheory  runs  a fou l  o f  rea l i t y  there '  Very  o f ten  the  fe r ry  mrsses  a
day oi two days. 

'vr ihen that happens there is rro rnai i  and morale takes
a new drop  wh ich  i t  can  i l l  a f fo rd .  Some re i ie f  f rom the  monotony
was afforded yesterday when a court mart ia] case was tr ied-

The situar- ion with ,egerrd to the point syst ern is now as fol lovs:

1. Ner"r Guinea cempaign: Corrbat Zone: Southr ' .est Pacif ic lrea
iess fhe Fhi I  ipplne Islands. Time: 24 J anuary 43 Eo 3l Dec ember 44.
! ves st.at ioned in this area r+hi le at Finschhafen and also at orsi.
and asr thuo en.u i." l eei io a br.rnze bect l e st ar worn an Lhe F.s i at i c-
Pec l f i c  theater  r ibbsn '  D idn 'L  even see an  a i r  ra id  dur ingr  th is
t ime.  But  f iwe po in is  i s  f i ve  po in ts .

2. B;slr iarck Arci ' ; ipelago ConbaL zone: Bismarck Arch- (Few Er-i 'uain.
Serc- I! e I and , etc . l and ad jacen+' ]lltaLers " Time: 15 December 43 to 27
i iovember 44. (But the t ime ended fcr " 'he 43rd on iune i2. since our
last st!- ike ;n the area r.as f to!;n on ihat iate. T?rus I rnissed i t ,
buf i t  happens Lo be an W recotd at the present. Probably wi i  I  be
carr.ected uniess ny el igibi ' t  i ty is establ ished in some other mann€r;
f  or exarnp i  e ,  i f  i l  were decided t irai Finsch was in lhe area, ' ' -hen I
- *cu ld  be  en t i t led  fo r  tha t  reascn.  You can be  e l ig ib le  e i ther  fo r
teing physical ly loceted in the cawbaL zorLe .rt  ' tat f  ly ing borr 'bingr
:cissicns *ver. aaid za*e ,

3. Sonih€rn Phi i ippines: '  Ca*bat-  zone: A!1 the Pf and adjacent
'deters excepL Lvzon. DaLez L7 Oct-ober 44 to 4 July 45. 9ie landed on
Leyie on 15 Novemlrer 44; another 5 points.

A  T  z r a a - - . ,  ? + - * + Y = * *
:  -  9 1 4 ! L ' . r .

9 Januar"v  Lo 4  ju iY 43,
Tac i  oban, Leyt e .

zone: ??ie i e ! and ar.:d ad jacenc Ift 'at ers . T irrn :
T  f l e * t  i n t o  C la r k  f i e i d  on  L7  Ha rch  45 .  f r cm

5. Wgster! ]  Paci f lc:  Air  of fensive against Formosa. ' t t 'e banged
' .hen wlth 824's far t } le f i rst  s ix monihs of  45. T i lerc on none of
these. but s l i  I  I  i "*as el  ig ible as a mesber of  a cor lbat uni t  '  of
ccu rse .

Tne f ot i  ewing *re car*paigns f cr '*hich the 6! 'oup is ei igibie f  c:r lhe
s.f ie reasons as mentjoned dbove. but trhich hawe not been off icial iy
e!.a: ded to us .rn crders as yet. They are long owerdtte ' and when they
come througih I ' l f  have the necessa:-y 75 Points.

5 .  Ch ina :  A i r  s i f .ene ive  aga ins t  jap  a i r f le lds  and sh ipp i r rg  a t
!{orrg Kong, i{a jrrarr Islanri  anci siher pci i- i is on end off t-he acut-} ieagt
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coast. we hit these between Formosa strikes. Show you the pictures

when f get home.

7. Ryulqgus: Sarne idea. Our claim to this one is shaky ' Maybe

one or two'honest to good.ness bombs fel l  on the islands from one of

Jri rqt"at""=. we weie stationed here just about two weeks too late

i . -Sr i  c red i t  fo r  be ing  in  the-  zone dur ing  combat . -  The. las t  Jap  was

;ir; ;ey teginning to m6ulder when I got here on 6 August. They st i l l

t ia i  
' r" ,  

iaps tr6tea up in Northern okie, but that was routine

mopp ing  uP.

B.  A j r  o f fens ive  Japan:  se l f  exp lanatory '  We were  the  on ly

heavy bomb group j .n the world (I  exclude the yeg4 heavy 829, natural-

lv) io bonb-Japin's home islands- Well ,  anyvtay '  we were together
w i th  a  coup le  o f  7 th  A i r  Force  ou t f i t s

3  Nover rber .  A l l  the  60  and 70  po in t 'en l i s ted  men and the  75  po in t

off i" .r t  are transferr ing to airother group today in order lo leave

"ri t t t  
t t t"r for the States. They wil l  st i l l  be on Ie Shima but wi l l  no

i""grr perform duties here or l ive in the 43rd area. Consequently we

"i.- i . f t  
high and dry with no cooks, no barber, no clerks, nobody

exc"pt elev-en off icers and three enl isted men left  in Headquarters
Detachsrent. The squadrons are l i t t le better off .  but st i l l  we are
ciassed as an active group and subject to periodic inspections and
supposed to forrard routine reports and carry on normal business. At
tei i t  t fre absence of contrary orders indicates as much. I t '3 not an
uncomfortable l i fe in the sense that there is everything we need in
abundance except barbers and medics and that can be had elsewhere on
the island. Wt can now drarr far more rations than we need and pretty
much pick out the choicest parts and ignore the rest. The decreased
personnel also results in better housing, ample Ieft-behind art icles
and freedom for the remainees.

Capt - Agard, Group CO, Lt. Blackburn, Group Adjutant '  and Capt.
Huston, Chaplain and Lt. Kaufmann, Radar Off icer, and f have been
spending the nights playing hearts for tvtenty yen a game (10O
points). I f  there is a good show we go to that ' . then return to the
game, pausing for a Iarge dish of ice cream made from G'I.  mix and
Trozen on  the  e lec t ro lux  re f r igera tor .  Not  bad a t  a l l .  Jus t  a
lone ly  le f t  ou t  fee l ing  when peop le  w i th  a  few more  po in ts  a re
leav ing .  No compla in t  about  the  po in t  sys ten ;  they ' l !  ge t  to  us  in
good t ime . Severa I of us have r.rri',-len horoe to say that Chr i strras
packages probably should be held for the t i f i ie being since they may
p i le  up  some p lace  where  we are  no t .

10 November" Looks l  ike Japan very short ly. Tl ' re Group is cief ini tely
d .ecadent .  We s t . i l l  ea t  and we l l .  have a  show near ly  ever l '  n lgh t  end
carry on a function or two, but the organization and t-he man power is
gone,  We jus t  ea t ,  d r ink  and p lay  cards ,  r 'ake  p ic lu res ,  pack  boxes
a i-rd =hoot rats .  The Chapiain is the number one big geme hunler.
Last nigih'" atLer vte went Le bed there r+as a sudden clat ler foi lowed
by the  pa t te r  o f  I j t t le  fee t - - ra t ' s  fee l .  Chap la in  snapped on  a
I ight, grabbed a 45 and banged ar+ay. T}e animal fel l  sore wounded

15
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and screeched, whereupon the good dominie dragged him outside and

admj.nistered the coup de gras. This is a nightly occurrence--or
iather a morningly occufrence--s i  nce we never ret ire before the wee

hours .  The p is lo t  i s  kep t  loaded w i th  buck  shot  ( the  pe l le ts  p rov id -

ed combat f l iers to aid them at procuring a meal i f  forced down in

the  jung le . ) ,  and when a  no ise  ind ica tes  presence o f  th€  v ic t im a t
i f ,"  pi.E" of cheese left  on the f loor, wham! We then remain awake
and i rope the  ra ts  run  ou t  o r  the  Chap la in 's  a im w i l l  be l ie  h is
oeace fu l  ca l l i ng  and  no  human casua l t i es  w i l l  resu l t .  so  fa r  on ly
ihu r,-,g= and chl irs have shared the fate of the few animals he has

h i i .  fhap la in  Huston  is  a lso  a  good card  p layer ,  e t inn ing  f requent ly
ut o.r" nlgt l t ty games of hearts, but he doesn't  Play poker'  -  I  am
iooking f6rwaia-to teaching him just enough of poker to al low me to
recoup my losings, now anount ing to several yen'

AII the boys from the Photo Lab have moved out, and th€ lab and
t ra i le r  i s  se t  up  by  our  shack  as  a  sor t  o f  p r iva te  en terpr ise .  L t .
Blackburn takes a few shots and does the processing in his spare
time. He's also the Ad jutant and has his hands ful I  trying to
contact and make arrEngiements with higher echelons to get us rescued.
I have moved out of the squad tent and into the t in house with hjm
and Capt. Agard and Chaplain Huston. We have a very good arrange-
ment, Iots of room, al l  sorts of modern convenienc€s, excePt a
furnace and a bathroom; and now comes the sudden news that we will
aI l  probably be transferred to Bomber command.since this outf i t  rs
bus t ing  up .  On ly  one o f f i cer  and en l  i s ted  man w i l l  s tay  beh ind  Yt i th
the crl ted. organizational records lrhi le the others lake off to , lapan.
That  w i l l  t i ke ly  be  w i th in  the  nex t  two weeks ,  maybe sooner  ( i t

t t idn,t turn out that way). They tel l  us that Bom Corn. needs an s-2,
fo r  what  I  don ' t  know'

!9 November. Went over to the cemetery a day or so ago and made a
picture of the Ernie Pyle cross and also one of the grave of Lt.
i t i  tor, who was in Law School with me at the University of Tennessee.
I thought his family might want I  Picture of the place. The dates on
the two crosses were only one day apart -

There  is  a lmost  a  fu l l  moon ton igh t ,  b r igh t  as  day .  Can ' t  see  the
water from our camp, but i t  must be beauti ful in the moonlight. The
p ine  t rees  are  mak ing  qu i te  a  p ic tu re  in  s i lhouet te  aga ins t  the
br igh t  sky .  I t ' s  co ld  and some o f  the  ou t f i t s  a re  i ssu ing  w in te r
c lo thes ;  bu t  s ince  we are  mov ing  to  Japan th is  week,  (we d idn ' t )  none
for  us .  We ' l l  ge t  them la te r - - long drawers  and O.D.  pants  no  doubt .
We have plenty jackets and sweaters now. We have composed our
vo l  leyba l  I  team a t  the  shack  here  cons is t ing  o f  Agard '  Toepperwe in '
Routson, me and usual ly one or two others. Picture of that team'
happily clad in the green Marine turt le neck sweaters '  that we drew
recent ly  w i l l  be  in  the  mai l  head.ed  home.

See photo .  Exh ib i  t  67

These  khak i  pan ts  a re  p re t t y  coo l  when  the  w ind  b i t es .  We sa t
th rough  a  c lass  B  mov ie  ton igh t  and  f roze .  bu t  i t  bea ts  bo redom.
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Played  a  game o f  checkers  w i th  Agard .  No  good .  He 's  a  checker
p l a y e r .  I ' m  n o t .  T h e n  d i d  s o m e  p a c k i n g  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  p u b l i c

re la t ions  f i l es .  Now pack ing  a  foo t  l ocker  to  be  sen t  by  the  Na t4 f  to
t h e  U . 5 .  T h e  f o o l  l o c k e r  c o n t a i n s  c l o t h e s ,  t w o  d a m a g e d  s i l k  p a r a -

chu tes  and  some papers  o f  souven i r  i n te res t ,  i nc lud ing  the  p ropaganda
I e a f l e t s  i n  J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e .  I  c a m e  a c r o s s  a  s t a c k  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n -
e r y  o f  t h e  4 0 3 r d  w i t h  t h e i r  i n s i g n i a  a t  t h e  t o p  e n l a r g e d  a n d  i n  c o l o r
w i th  "Mareeba  Bu tchers "  i n  b r igh t  red ,  Reca l I  tha t  t -he  Squad . ron  was
s ta t ioned  a t  Mareeba  on  the  nor theas t  Aus t ra l i an  coas t ,  f rom wh ich
p o i n t  t h e y  f l e w  m i s s i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  J a p s  i n  t h e  B i s m a r c k  S e a  a r e a
and  in  New Gu inea ,  and  tha t  somet ime in  la te  ' 42  they  were  par t  o f  a
Group  ra id  aga ins t  we l l  de fended .  Rabau l  Townsh ip  on  New Br i ta in
I s l a n d .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b o m b i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  g e i s h a
g i r l s ,  s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t e d  f o r  m o r a l e  p u r p o s e s ,  m e t  a  b l o o d y  f a t e .  a t
Ieas t  so  repor ted  Tokyo  Rose  in  a  subsequen t  b i t te r  b roadcas t ,  a
t  i rade d i rected at  the "bruta I  butchers of  t ' Iareeba .  "

Co lo r fu l ,  bu t  i t  l acks  the  numer ica l  w iza rd ry  o f  the  c rea to r  o f  the
6 5 t h  d l c e  i n s i g n i a  .  L t  .  J a m e s  K .  W o n g  l e f  t  u s  a  f  e w  d a y s  a ! [ o ,
leav ing wi th us a very usefu l  wardrobe wi th lovely  nude photos stuck
t o  t h e  d o o r s .

On Thanksgiving the Chaplain goL .us up at 0900 and took us to th€
exercises at  Is land Corunand Chapel.  This is a vrhi te steepled quonset
hut at the f oot of our one hi I I . The seryi ce ltas conducted joint ly
by a Protestant and a Jewish chaplain.  The program is enclosed. We
were back at  1100 and went to dinner consist ing of  roast turkey (with
real  bones, not canned),  dressing, f resh potatoesr,  peas. cranberry
sauce. bread and butter,  coffee, f rui t  salad, stuf fed celery,  punki  n
p ie ,  app les ,  o ranges ,  candy  ond  c iga re t tes .  Back  to  the  sack  and  - , r /

t -h, Iater a same or ".IflE b Ffdg:i..rliff,'o**.*i-r" t TA'afifl u
oti[ Last night we had impromptu g:uests. At about 11 o'clock there was a

\nr!v \  sound of voices outside the shack raised in alcohol ic glee. The
\S\ L Chaplain went out to invest igate.  The sound of s l ight ly lower tones,
. ' -  . \y then high ones, interspersed with adject ives Tobacco Roadian in

. I^!r ' -L . f  lavor.  Pinal ly we heard " : I 've been in the -------  Marines for 29 -

Y'+ lfr$ nlol---------- months and overseas 16 -------- months by cod; how long
tV r j |y ^ i*r""e you?" And the Chaplain 's quiet  answer.  More of  the same. ' t i l

t !;nrt- fre learned there vrere two Marines; 19 years old and Pfc, outside the
Eoor.  The loud voice again:  "What are you anysray? A ------
mechan ic? "  "No .  I 'm  a  chap la in .  ! '  Shocked ,  ach ing  s i l ence .  F ina l l y
un in te l l i g i b le  words  apo loge t i c  i n  t one .  Our  own  r i ba ld  Iaugh te r .
We know this part icular chaplain can turn a ruddy phrase to his own

. use on occasion. After Iong minutes of  th is the door opens and
Chappje enters with the young: unsteady l lar . i  ne who seats himself  af ter
peering in turn into our faces and asking our names. I t  develops, to
lhe surpr ise of  no one $rho has been l istening, that he is f rom East
Boston. By the end of an hour he is f i rmly launched on an offensive
intended to convince the chaplain of  the unimpeachabi I  i  ty of  the true
fa i t h .  A t  0130  he  qave  up .  " I  don ' t  t h ink  you  a re  too  sha rp , , ,  he

. said , i .s he rose lo go. "A pr iest  could real  Iy snow you under.  "  His
.pa l  s tuck  h i s  head  i n  the  doo r .  "Le t ' . s  ge t  some chow and  h i t  t he
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sack, " he urged for the tenth time. We turned out the lights and
relaxed, st i l l  more or less staunch Protestants except Kauf inan, st i l l
Hebrew o! an unorthodox vari€ty. His favorite joke is one about
Hit ler  and a quy named Finklestein.

,(, .2zz November : Today we burned. the Headquarters Bui lding and moved the
. f -nL  r f f j ces  i n to  the  o ld  and  now unused  mesE ha l l .  I t ' s  a  be t te r  p lace

iAP- nd leaves less to be done at the last minute when vte hop on a plane
' l -  

qo to Japan. That should be sometime in the next two vteeks. ( I t

sn' t . )  Picked up some pictures in the photo lab .shor ' t ing.what aur
,anes did to a Formosa ref inery eenetile*baeh - + 6ttt\ tulrrt'tc^t{''

See photos, Exhibi t  9

/ on 5 December Lt. Toepper.rte i n wrote:$My toot matee returned to our
shack ear ly this morning; in fact ,  i t  was 0730 when they woke me up
whi le gett ing ready to ret i re.  They have just  gone down to th€ CO's
shack again tonight to t ry to redeem themselves. Only one player won
anything to speak of,  and he won a l i t t le over 3000 yen. The others
ioi t  a l i t t le or broke even except for one off icer who Iost about
2000  yen .  15  yen  equa ls  $1 .00 ;  t he re fo re .  t he  w inne r  rece i ved  a
I i t t l e  ove r  $200 .00  as  h i s  reward  fo r  s tay ing  awake  a l l  n igh t .

/  h\  when we took our short  t r ip up to Japan recent ly,  I  f lew over Hiro-
shima and there is pract ical  ly nothing lef t  of  i t -  The picture on ' ,
page 4 of  the Br ief  gives a good idea of how the ent i re place looks. ' l

S t i l l  5  December :  On  Ie  Sh ima  i t ' s  z tZA  and  the  rad io  i s  t u rned .  t o
Radio Okina$ra (what e lse? )  and the progiram, "Rememberi [9,  "  a recorded
co I  I  ec t  ion  o f  tunes wi th  ad I  ib  about  the t i rnes they recu l  I  .  For
examp 1 e , the announcer asks , "Remernber the days i n 1940 when everyone
was  wonder ing  \ { i I l  i t  be  Wi l k ie  o r  Rooseve l t ,  and  Jack  Whooz i t
knocked out Johnny Bohunk in the third round at the Garden? It{eJ I ,
you  w i l  I  ce r ta in l y  reca l l  t h i s  t une  tba t  was  hea rd  on  a l l  t he  j uke

boxes i ,n those days. Here i t  is:  ' r  [3 ' { t*F-" as rnade popular by
Ar t ie  Shaw.  "  Ah,  memor ies !  Over  in  the center  o f  the room the
Wednesday morn ing poker  c lub is  in  execut ive  sess ion.  They are  a  b i t
t i r ed ;  t hey  p l ayed  f r om 7 :00  l as t  n i gh t  t o  7 :00  t h i s  mo rn ing  and
s lep t  a l l  mo rn ing .  Now i t ' s  s t a r t ed  aga in .  Fe l i x  won  3000  yen  l as t
n igh t  and  they ' re  bay ing  on  h i s  hee ls  toh igh t .  B lack ie  i s  a l ready
moani ng l  ow about his luck and t lerb occasional ly mutters his t rade
mark  exc lama t i on ,  "Mah  ach in '  ank les ! "  Chap la i n  and  I  e i t he r  r eud  o r
k i b i t z .  I 'm  b roke  and  he ' s  s t i l l  ma in ta i n i ng  a  show  o f  r es i s t ance  t o
the  wo r l d  o f  ma te r i a l  t h i ngs .  I  s t i I I  haven ' t  been  pa id  s i nce  Ju l y .

We ' ve  dec ided  t o  s tay  on  I e  t i  t  LZ  December .  Reason :  B lack ie  won ' t
have  the  requ i red  s i x  mon ths  i n  g rade  as  l - s t  L t .  t i  i  1 .0  December .
Then he can put  i .n  h is  recorunendat ion for  Capta in  before  we leave;
o the rw i se  he ' d  neve r  have  a  chance .  The re ' l l  be  no  43 rd  Group  t o
forward any o f f ic ia l  papers  a f ter  we tear  down the la t r ine and board
the  C46 'es  fo r  Tach ikawa ,  Honshu .  L i kew ise ,  o the rs  tha t  have  gone  in
prev i  ous ly  w i  I  I  be sans 1  uck i  f  the i rs  bounce a f ter  we I  eave .
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Late i tem re batt le stars: FEAF (Far East Air Forces) a few days ago
made a  ca l l  fo r  our  s ta tement  o f  c la ims or  s ta rs  in  the  Ch ina  Of fen-
s ive ,  Ch ina  Defens iVe,  'Ryukyus ,  and Japan A i r  Of fens ive  campaigns .
That means they never received our previously submitted Ietters on
the  sub jec t ,  and now we beg in  the  sweat  a l l  over  aga in .  Th is  t ime
Biack ie  sent  i t  by  rad io ,  bu t  s t i l l  i t  can  be  any  length  o f  t ime
before we get orders back. Hope springs eternal !  Hundreds of G.Ls
former ly  in  the  Group are  wa i t ing  fo r  those f i ve  po in t  s ta rs  a l l  over
the  wor ld  (and in  these is lands) .  and when they  don ' t  ge t  them I  can
hear  the i r  angu ished c r ies ,  "Group has  fou led  up  aga in .  Byrne  has
been  in  the  sack  a l l  day  ins tead  o f  send ing  in  t racer  le t te rs ! "  A I I
our records are packed and our personnel departed, but st i l l  this
stuff has to be done. Down-hearted? No, not a bit .

Had a  th ick  s teak  w i th  French f r ies  and a  hunk  o f  ch i l led  raw cabbage
a coup le  o f  hours  ago and fee l  f ine .  Now tha t  no  mess  ha I I  has  been
operating for ten days, we draw our own rat ions from Island Conrnand
and keep i t  in the shack to be cooked by our own discriminating
chefs, men who may never have graced the kitchens of royalty but who
know what they, by gad, I  ike and can f ix i t .  We have the fr igidaire
fu l l  o f  pork  lo in ,  s teak ,  eggs ,  bu t te r ,  cabbage and f ru i t  ju ices .
There 's  a  two un i t  e lec t r i c  g r i l l  and  a  two burner  gaso l  ine  s tove  and
a frying pan. We cook twice a day or when the mood hits. Today no
one go t  up  un t i l  about  1300,  so  break fas t  v ras  a  b i t  la te .  I  cooked
myself two eqgs and two chops. Then at 1700 we cooked thick steaks,
rare. and tossed sl ices of fresh potatoes into the pan when the steak
came out. ."Larrupin' ,  "  .as P@pa Byrne used to say.

6  December :  Ou ts ide  i t ' s  wa te r  a l l  over  and  i t  s t i I I  ra ins .  I t
doesn ' t  leak  rnuch in  here ,  bu t  he lmets  in  s t ra teg ic  spots  have co l -
iec ted  a  cons iderab le  amount .  The boys  p layed poker  un t i l  0100 th is
morning. Then, after they quit,  they were hungry and had to fry some
pork  chops .  La ter  on  Herb  dec ided he  cou ldn ' t  s leep,  so  ou t  he
c lambers  and s t i rs  up  a  po ten t  concoc t ion  o f  dugout  ju ice  (pure
alcohol ) and fruit  juice. Two of these put him to bed again, but by
th is  t ime  i t  i s  near  0500  and  I 'm  s t i l l  read ing  "Bra ins to rm,  "  Car i ton
Brown's account of a fr iend's venture into temporary mad,ness eri th a
stay in a New York nut house .and the subsequent nightmare of slow
recovery and remembrance. Another book I read this week was Robert
Nathan 's  "Por t ra i t  o f  Jenny ,  "  the  s to ry  o f  a  young,  down-a t -hee ls
pa in te r  who,  wh i le  wander ing  de jec ted  in  a  c i ty  park ,  meets  a  lone
l i t t le  g i r l  v rho  is  s t range,  apparent ly  a  comple te  anomaly ,  someth ing
f rom the  pas t .

11 December: With no more than f i f teen men here now we recetve everv
day the packages intended for nearer 1500. Most of them are on their
way back to the States now, and to return al l  the f l i rnsy boxes of
food is a job not easi ly undertaken. Each afternoon we gather at
Headquarters and dig through the pi le, trying to read the names on
wet, frayed and battered packages. Once deciphered they are matched.
to  the  fo rward ing  addresses  in  the  card  f i le ,  tha t  i s ,  those who are
s t i l l  i n  the  Pac i f i c .  The remainder  a re  tossed in  another  corner  to
awai t  the  locus ts .  When the  sor t ing  is  done,  we fa l l  to  and open. the

I9
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s tack .  I f  i t ' s  food,  l te  add i t  to  the  la rder .  I f  i t ' s  o f  las t ing  or
obv ious ly  sent imenta l  va lue ,  we repack  i t  and remai l  to  the  U.S.
About 90t of the haul is fruit  cake, candy, cookies, sardines, tuna,
lobster, chicken and so forth, with a sprinkl ing of books. giames '
underwear, socks and hankies. The only real ly valuable receipt so
far is a camera. I t  was lying bare at the top of the mail  bag. but
when the entire contents was dumped, the shattered box rras on the
bot ton ,  together  w i th  odd accessor ies .  I t  w i I I  be  re tu rned,  as  w i I l
be  lea ther  to i te t  cases  and b i l l  fo lds .

The stack looks I ike contents of an A&P grocery. Al l  sorts of canned
delicacies and we st i l l  have our Quartermaster issue of pork, steak,
eggs, bread and butter. So the Holiday Season is come with exceeding
joi and much eating of indigestjbles. Supper last night was shrimp
colktai l ,  canned shrimp in catchup rt i th a dash of canned Iemon juice'
Blackie even has a couple of cans of caviar. I  tr ied i t  and f ind I
prefer pretzels. The biggest treat of al l ,  though, was the package
bf ctreeie from Swj.ss Colony. When it  came, I  opened i t  on the center
table and Herb and Fel ix prompt ly passed outr -vlhat q splendid and
d.ecayish aroma I It was wonderful ! That Qfl W- Blackie and
the Chaplain helped me with i t '  but no one else would enter the area
when i t  $tas out. I  put i t  in the refr igerator '  but that precipitated
ciwil  war, so I put i t  in an amrno case where i t  kept very well .

December 12: No, we aren't  on our way to Japan yet. A hitch in
'  

trdnsportat ion holds us another few days. Anynay i t 's only a f ive or
s ix  hour  hop.

Sti l l  erait ing for a Plane to take us to Japan. Liaison between
Echelons is atrocious. No one knows what goes on anywhere else and
this is just another off- junping spot left  behind vrhen the last shot
was f i red.

Christmas Day on Ie Shina. I t 's dif ferent this t ime from 1944 in
that there lras no war, no Phi I ippine musicians dnd no fox holes.
Different from other past seasons in so many ways. we were on Leyte,
and there  was a  par ty .  a t  the  Of f i cers '  C Iub ;  no  a i r  ra ld  t i l  the
early morningi hours, as I recal l .  Today we had a f ine turkey dinner
at the nearby Marine Off icers'  Hess. We also drew our own rat ions.
kept the apples, oranges and a fer ' t  vegetables; turned the rest ower
to  the  Mar ines .  We s t i l l  ea t  one or  two mea ls  a t  the  shack ,  usua l  Iy
steak and eggs at 130O or 1500, then into the jeeP and off to supper
at 1700. Today we slept t i l  noon since the boys played poker into
the ear ly morni  ng

S*" V,(o ̂  l^*AC Xnr"caa&fl Arnrr'tr, lq q\'

I  went into r ty new ODs for the f i rst  t ime. l fe drew pants,  shir t ,
batt le jacket and green cotton clothes a few days ago. Listened to
musi( :  f rom Radio Okinavta.  I t 's  general ly t remendously superior to
Lhe programs at home. In the f i rst  place, j t 's  knor,m that the aver.rge
age  o f  so ld ie rs  and  sa i  l o rs  i s  above  14 ;  t ha t  e l im ina tes  a  l a rge
percentage of domest ic broadcasts aimed at that mental  level .  Among
the  mos t  en joyab le  l i t t l e  f ac to rs  on  the  Ok ie  rad io  i s  t he  ve rsa t i l i -
ty of  some of the announceri  who take off  on U.S. broadcast weakness-
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es with a vengeance. You should hear the lugubrious drawl of the T-5
who introduces Mystery Playhouse (modelled after and taking a sly
poke at Inner Sanctum) or the lvlorning Musical between whose recorded
melodies the announcer sandwi ches in dlunny corraercials. Example
(After the 10 October typhoon when the housing of most people eon-
si.sted of lh€ sky and a pair of water wings): "Good norning,
fr iends. Does your roof leak? Joe's Roofing Company in downtown
Naha can solve your problem. Call  Water- log 6431. And now, to take
your mind off your troubles, here's Frances Langford singing Stormv
Weather. Done vri th the typical Lucky Str ike simper, i t 's funny.
Hope some of the people at home hear some of i t .  !{ ight give them to
Lhi nk .

We l  I  ,  tha t ' s  today 's  se rmon.

Blackie has been in Japan four days and is presumably lobbying and
snooping for us. He took up a borrowed' B25 and is to send back a C46
for us, meamthi le trying to see what wil l  be done with us' looking
for  good hous ing ,  ba t t le  s ta rs ,  and so  fo r th .  Here 's  hop ing-

okinavra, 29 December 45; For the f irst t ime since August I 'm spend-
ing  a  n igh t  o f f  the  is le  o f  Ie .  When our  schedu led  C46 fa i led  to
show up today, Fel ix and f decided to take a jeep across on the ferry
and check with the VBC rear echelon on Okie. No phone or radio
connection, no planes. so that was the only way. We got here at 3
o 'c lock ,  go t  a  mod i  cum o f  in fo rmat ion  and prepared.  unwi l  l i ng ly ,  to
spend the night because the ferry lras loaded on the return trip by
prior comnitments. I t 's pretty cold and we brought no blankets, but
they are taking care of us. I 'm bundled in a srteater, two heavy
jackets, khaki pants with fur- l ined f lying pants over them.

Before supper vre d.rove to Nago ten miles away to phone Herb and tel1
him of our exi le for the night. The road was narrow and steep in
places, winding along the edge of the island, separated from the
water by gray ci i f fs and ledges from ten to 30 feet high- I t  was o
perfect t ime of day just at dusk with the southern islands purple in
the evening haze, the dark blue hrater on the r ight, the steep green
h i l I s  ro l l ing  and te r raced on  the  le f t .  I  en joyed the  t r ip ,  $ r ish ing
a l t  the  t ime i t  cou ld  be  one o f  our  t r ips .  I t  was  dark ,  no  moon.
rdin threatening as we came back.

I  am a l l  packed  and  ready  to  be  o f f  a t  a  momen t ' s  no t i ce .  Y fe  even
burned the latr ine and then that durned 46th stood us up. The misery
and pr ivat ions of  war and peace !  And our mai l  now goes north.  Hope
the re ' s  a  s tack  wa i t i ng  fo r  us  the re .

Ie  (ever las t ing)  Sh ima,  4  January  46 .  We are  we l l  in to  another  year
on th is  fo rsaken is le  and w in te r  i s  wh is t l  ing  and moan ing i  a I l  a round.
Twice this past week we've almost gotten Eway, but each t ime some
unnecessary Army foul-up occurred and ph-ff-f- t  went our
chances .  The weather  has  been very  p leasant  t i l  yes terday .  bu t  now' i t ' s  w indy ,  wet ,  and co ld  and thd t  may mean more  de lay .  A t  leas t .
Islond Command is now aware of our Robinson Crusoe status. Col .
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Smith, Island co, came by to see i f  vte are adequately protected from

,intrr and hunger (ne were and are) and told us i f  no planes come

i iom VnC in  a  6ay  or  so  h€ ' l l  ra ise  a  b i t  o f  he l l  by  rad io .  Meant ime

* " - " " t ,  g r ipe ,  s ieep ,  b i t ch ,  l i s ten  to  WXLH,  g r ipe ,  ea t '  q r ipe '  and

eat  .

The New Year has c ome in very quiet ly, to be sure' The only ! I ' l lg-
o"t of the ordinary was a very eleg:ant turkey dinner.at the I"IARINES',.

i i i " i  in the evening Lhree of the inmates dippecl their sorrows into a

lo t t t "  o f  G. I .  a lcoho l  fo r  p ick l  ing  purposes .  The resu l t  was  pre-

a i " i iUr " ,  espec ia l l y  a f te r  I  gave them a  bo t t le  o f  Auss ie  g in  I  had
p ickedupsomewheregra t i s . . symidn igh t twoo f themwereVery ,VerY
i" i"t ,  Uut t tre third had thrown confusion into a high toned Island

donnnina party and had engaged a major in words and blows and had'

roared home in triumPh.

9 January 46: Hamasaki, Okinawa. We are at VBC today' I  iv ing in
g."" iur trabbe's former quarters, a quonset hut on a hi l l  overlooking

in" luy, Ie Shima shirmering in the distance. Came over yesterday on

the feiry and vte are to go to Japan at 0830 tomorrow' At lastl

Three o f  us  went  on a  Cook 's  Tour  o f
hours jeepage south of  here )  ,  Yontal l  '
arr ive here tomorrow morning'  and we
t  ime i  n  the a  f te rnoon .

Ok ie  today.  Saw Naha ( three
Kadena ,  e t c .  The  C46  i s  due  to

should Iand at Tachikawa sorne-

l0 January 46: Frorn somewhere. we did i t .  The 43rd Group is once
more and i t  tast airborne. There are seven of us 43rd leftovers and
tgro from vBc as well  as a black mama dog with two pups. As this is
writ ten we,re mi dvray betlreen okinawa and Tokyo at about 8000 feet
over the china sea. I t  is cold and I am wrapped in al l  the Air corps
provides by way of insuiEtion' The gloves account for the cramPed
wr i t ing .  no t  the  tu rbu  l  ence '

I t , s  been a  very  smooth  and p leasant  r ide  a f te r  a  s t ra ined beg inn ing .
we loaded the c46 this morning, and I mean loaded. The young warrant
o f f i cer  p i lo t  watched and occas iona l  l y  comnented as  we s tacked a l I  o f
the foot lockers, bags and assorted junk along the center of the
p lane,  Ieav ing  spoce fo r  us  passeng iers  to  squeeze in  o long the  s ides .
i ie looked a l i t t le askance as r 're were trying to stabi l ize this by
roping i t  together. We were looking at him in about the same way,
being-more used to f lying with pi lots l t i th more rank and somewhat
more apl omb.

As we started down the coral str ip on take off,  there seemed to be a
b i t  o f  a  c ross  w ind ,  and jus t  be fore  we a t ta ined a i r  speed,  the  p lane
sheered a bit  to the left  and appeared to come within three or four
feet of the edge of the runwdy vrhich was bordered by some pretty
rough looking geography. The high stacked luggage began to t ip over
and everybody jumped up and grabbed hold. We did get airborne, after
which we had f ine weather and smooth f lying. The other part of the
s t ra ined beg inn ing  wus tha t  we had to  leave Herb  Agard 's  beaut i  fu l
b ig  b lue  s tu f fed  cha i rs .  Our  p i lo t  sa id  b te  were  over  loaded and our
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protests got us nowhere. I t  was beginning to rain on Okie. but we
were  o f f  in to  be t te r  weather  e t  0953.

A l though we were  f l y ing  over  a  so l id  bank  o f  cumulus  fo r  awh i le .  i t
g raduEl  l y  b roke ,  and we cou ld  see o f f  to  the  le f t  the  southern

' islands as we continued on course to Tachikawa. Seems too good to be
lrue after so many weeks of wait ing. At 1400 hours Fuj iydma appeared
jus t  o f f  the  le f t  w ing ,  showing snovr  ha l f  way  dov tn  i t s  s ides .  we are
no$r lc,w going along the coast of Honshu and the air is now r-ough.

11  Jnnuary  46 :  We landed a t  1527 yes terday  and go t  se t t led  in
barracks, huddled around a stove. Equipnent other than stove and
some basic furniture: several shy but enerqetic young house maids !

13  January  46 :  Four  o f  us  d id  go  in to  Tokyo today .  Fe l i x ,  who has
just been assigned to a ner'r  outf i t ,  got hold of a-jeep and pick'ed up
Herb and Topper and me at the casual barracks at {Q\3pt, and we took
off to the East, being told that Tokyo lay in that-t l i rect i  on. I t  was
a ?2 mi le r ide and cold as the devi I  .  We put on aI I  the c lothes r^te
had and took  four  b tankets  a long.  I t  was  11 :15  when we f ina l l y  h i t
town.  I t ' s  a  s igh t .  The  ou t  l y ing  d is t r i c t  i s  l eve led ,  fu l l  o f
rubb ie ,  ou t  o f  wh ich  is  a r is ing  a  shanty  town o f  t in  and roeks  and
scrap.  Fur ther  in to  the  c i ty  the  ru in  i s  less  apparent .  The Pa iace
grounds and the  nearby  Ginza,  the  main  bus iness  d is t r i c t ,  seem a lmost
untouched, and the picture is one of a modern, rather an impressive
modern  c i ty .  The Imper ia l  Hote l  and the  var ious  h igh  o f f i ce  bu i ld -
ings occupied by the Army are as nice in appearance as anything in
our  ovrn  c i t ies .

We went  in to  the  Tokyo E lec t r i c  Bu i ld ing  yes terday  to  see Weinbach,
who was assiqned to Headquarters VAF. yesterday and ate lunch at the
Of f i cers '  Mess  lhere .  I t  was  a  la rge  banquet  ha l l  w i th  o l l  the  t r im-
mi .ngs ,  inc lud ing  I i t t Ie  k imono-c lad  Japanese wa i t resses  and wh i te
jacke ted  mess  boys .  The food,  though,  was G. I .  Can ' t  change tha l .
S tew beef .  car ro ts ,  beets ,  b read and bu t te r ,  co f fee .

After lunch we went out to walk over to the center of town. Over in
the  ou ter  Pa lace  Grounds G. I .s  and Japs  were  p lay ing  baseba l .  I .
watched by  a  la rge  c rowd o f  c iv i l jans .  The s t ree ts  were  fu l l  o f  Sun-
day  s t ro l  le rs ,  shops  were  open.  and the  s jdewalks  n long the  Gin :a
were clLlt tered by squatt ing peddlers and their cheap wares of straw
and s i l k  and wood,  toys ,  scar fs ,  baskets  and t r i v ia  o f  more  or  iess
sa les  appea l  fo r  bo th  Jap and Yank.  In  the  more  pre ten t ious  shops .
wes te rn  c lo thes ,  N ipponese  c le rks  po l i te i y  wa tched  as  m i l l i ng  so1-
d ie rs  f inger  s i l ks  and ch ina  and hagg led  over  p r ices .  Those pr ices
are  h igh  desp i te  recent  en forced lower ing  by  order  o f  Army au thor i -
t ies .  The un iversa l  i y  sor rgh t  k imono var ies  f r , rm 300 to  2500 yen (one
yen  equa ls  6 .and  2 /3  ce r r t s ,  o r  15  yen  equa ls  $1 .00 . )  There  a re
saucers ,  p la les ,  por t rn i ts ,  s ta tue t tes  and the  usua l  assor tment  o f
le t te r  openers  and photo  pos t  cards .

v/ Trr the Imperial Hotei shops (only in the basementff i '=u of rank beiow
Col .  a I  lowed to  en ter )  a re  some o f  the  n icer  i tems and the  pre t t ie r

23
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clerks. I  saw some very beauti ful enbroidered obis there (the obi is

a carment so constructeh that the folds at the small  of the back

,lr iJi i t i i ;  or.ui" i  to carry her impedimenta such as rouse, l ipst ick,

; ; ; ; .  ; .  off-spring) -Speaking of the latter '  they are usuallv

i i i i i "a by the i1ext- 'otaeit  sister or occasional ly a brother who

"i"r i"= 
on with his street play as though unencumbered. ' .  - I t 's rather

;t ; ;G; to see a kid'  swingi irg i  uat at a batl  or a shutt le cock while

u- r i t i . r .  s lan t  eyed rogarnuf  f  in  lo l l s  w i th  l imp neck  in  a  s l ing  a t

u lo" . t  s ib l ing ,s -back .  I t  seems tha t  60*  o f  the  k ids  over  s ix  years

oi i-"".w an infant (on the back, I  mean) '

we started. back at about 1545 and had much less trouble f inding the

;;".  We mad,e good t ime inside the city despite the speed l irnits '

r i ! '=t i"" i"  ar6 wide and smooth, black top or concrete. The street

" i i"  
ur" st i l l  fair ly scarce and ne' '  autos are pretty.rare too. Most

"i- inr 
traff ic is by bike or motorrycle or some ing'enious addit ion

there t o

Mos to f theped 'es t r iansappear tobeex_so ld ie rss ince theon ly
..roituUt. ctottr ing in reclnt years has been army clothing '  Occasion-

i f  iV o well  d,ressld male Japanese wil l  walk by in conventional

western att ire, sometimes vir ied by the addit ion of brown Jap air

; ; i l ; -boots or ' infantry leggings-. T?re women almost invariably

""" iom 
to the fani l iai  pi-ture book conception, small ,  ruddy,

"r.r ip.resg, 
vrrapped in kimono or smock and slacks. The prosperous

.i i i "" wears high pi led and f lower bedecked hair,  colorful si lk

Xi*"" which. fatts- t ightly about the ankles, wooden sandals, a l ight

writ  oUout the shoulders. The poorer ones, including the gir ls who

orori on the post, vrear trouders that flare at the hips and wrap tight

about the ani les. Some add a coat or jacket of American type' but '

moreweara looge top tha t looks l i ke theupperha l fo faman.s
; ; l ; ;= .  The g . i r l  d iessed in  s i l k  s tock ings  s t i l l  ge ts  s ta res  l rhen

! t6 lpp .u .=  on  the  Ginza.  A t  leas t  she  does  f rom the  G ' I ' s '  I ' l I

i tetci 'some of the standard types on the next page '  Maybe Lhey'

i"g. i i t"r with photos, wi l l  give you some idea of what I  see every day

novt .

see  ske tch ,  Exh ib i t  I )  Photo  Exh ib i  t  1A

i5January46 :APO7O4 'Tach ikawa.Today isaSgt loccas ion 'VBC
is rnoving- and al l  the l i t t le house girts that work in the barracks
are eithir unhappy at the severance of pleasant relat ions or are
overjoyed in thl i i  i l l  founded hope of moving with us to the new
uase. 

-our 
Marahashe and her half  pint cohorts were on the scene with

the  usua l  c la t te r  o f  hoof  beats  th is  morn ing ,  a l l  resp lendent  in
br igh t  co lo red  s i l k  ob is  and ha l f  k imonos ins tead o f  the  usua l  d rab
jaci.et and pants. The four of them are busy as bees now col lect ing
;presentos", anything the boys leave them in the way of food or
c to th inq .  They  are  fu l l  o f  g igg les  and chat te r  because they  th ink
they wil l  r ide to lrumagawa with Toepperwein and me this afternoon.
The idea is  someth ing  l i ke  Lh is ,  as  Marahashe pu ts  i t ,  comple te  w i t -h
gestures and much twist ing about: "Me, hubba hubba today trucko
irr.r*.gl. tu yo,r.  Tomorrow hippity hoppity Tachikawa jeepo M.P. O'K'
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MP? O.K.  you?"  I  sa id ,  " ! laybe.  "  bu t  f 'm a f ra id .  they  thought  I  sa id
they  cou ld  have a  829.  The c la t t .e r  was  te r r i f i c  and they  are  pa in t -
ing  and roug ing  to  a  fa re  ye  we l l  d l l  the  t ime s ing ing  OId  Lang Syne
out  the  second f loor  w indows to  the  G. f  . s  load ing  t rucks  be low.  I t ' s
lhe i r  o ther  Amer ican tune.  I t  usua l l y  fo l lows inuned ia te ly  a f te r
Cominq Throuqh the RYe.

See Exhibit  1| -where these kids wrote their names
for  "chuee (L t .  )  Byrne"

Las t  n igh t  I  had qu i te  an  exper ience.  Ear l  ie r  in  the  a f te rnoon
Toeppenrine and I were making the rounds of the shops in Tachikawa.
While we were looking at some embroidery, a well  dressed Japanese
male of about forty spoke to us in Engl ish, making suggestions about
t-he comparative values and prices of goods vte were looking at. We
Ieft a few minutes later and he walked out to the street vr i th us
where he explained that he has a large shop in Tokyo deal ing in f ine
s i l k  p roduc ts  ond inv i t ing  us  to  come see h im la te r  in  the  even ing .
We were disgusted with the cheap junk in Tachikalra, so, when we
re turned to  the  base,  we ca l led  Fe l i x  and asked h im to  come over  to
the barracks and bring a jeep. He did so with fair ly good grace, and
we took  o f f  a t  1830 bund led  to  the  ears .

We had been told by our lr,lr. Turuya that he I ived in Asagaya, about
half way Lo Tokyo on the rai l road, which he advised us to take. We
started by asking everyone we savf on the post where to f ind Asagaya.
They never heard of i t .  We asked. the MPs at the gate. They never
heard of i t  ei ther, but they had a map showing everything of impor-
Lance in the Greater Tokyo area. I t  wasn't  on the map. The Jap boys
in  the  c iv i l ian  Labor  Of f i ce  to ld  us  in  a  few thousand prec ise
phr lses  tha t  they  d idn ' t  know about  i t  e i ther .  We dec ided to  ask  a t
the rai lway stat ion in Tachikawa. The interpreter was out. There
was a consultat ion resembling that vrhich must have preceded the
bombing of Peari Harbor. I t  resulted in a rough map drawn upsidb
dovrn. as regards compass direct ions, and accompanied by the explana-
t ion  tha t  Asagaya is  easy  to  f ind  by  t ra in ,  bu t  by  jeepo,  we l l  ha
ha, shrug,grin. no so eaEy. We muttered the usual "sank you" and
le f t  in  a  c loud o f  dus t .  By  th is  t ime i ' t  was  20  minu tes  to  B ,  in
o ther  words  1940.  F ina l i y ,  a f te r  tw is t ing  and tu rn ing  and bypass ing
bombed bridges, we got to Route 2, a wide. black topped highway into
Tokyo.  A f te r  tv ro  mi les  we s topped a t  a  l i t t le  road-s ide  2  x  4  po l i ce
s ta t ion .  The b lue  un i fo rmed N ip  cop,  smi led ,  nodded,  consu l ted  and
emerged with chalk vri th which he and his col league sketched a map
near actual size on the pavement in the moon l ight. They put in
c i rc les  fo r  towns,  9  k i  lo rne ters  to  Shofu ,  e tc . ,  d rew a  br idoe . r  < r i ra
road to  the  Ie f t .  and then,  w i th  a  t r iumpt tan i - i i " " r i .n - " i ' ;# ik .
Asagaya i tself .  We "sanked" them and sped away for the prescribed
number  o f  k i los ,  s topp ing  occas iona l  i y  fo r  con f i rmat ion  f rom c iv i l -
ians st i l I  abroad at this late hour. Some of them understood us but
d idn ' t  know:  o thers  unders tood bu t  d idn ' t  g ive  a  damn i f  we.went  to
Asagaya or to Hades.



43rd Bomb GrouP HistorY 26 September 29 ,  1994

we began to be discourag'ed, but the roadside cops kept us g:oing by
j l " in |  ha l t ing ,  .cour teous  d i rec t ions ,  more  k i los ,  more  b i t te r  co ld

i l 'asl Fi.nat ly we found the bridge, another cop, another consulta-

t ion ,  a  le f t  tu rn  to  a  g rave l  road,  another  cop a ided by  an  anc ien t
saXil  sotfbd civi l ian who lectured to us for ten minutes in what must

'  
t i r .  been excel lent Japanese. Enchanted we found i t  hard to breok

away, but r 'e were on the wrong road and we were frost bit ten. We

turned back  to  Route  2 ,  p roceeded a  mi le ,  saw another .  cop ,  tu rned

le f t  aqa in ,  saw ano ther  cop ,  h i t  rou te  7  para l le l  to .2 ,  saw a  cop '
tu rned le f t  fo r  a  mi le ,  saw a  cop,  another  mi le ,  another  cop and t l ro

e legant  c iv i l ians .  Turned in to  a  very  nar row u lJ "y  w i th  de f in i te
mis i i v ings .  Th is  was no t  G. I .  te r r i to ry ,  jus t  th ree  o f  us  among a l l
theie st ir ing Nips. Another drunk who looked l ike a picture of
yamashita tr ied to c ome aboard but we Shook him off,  went on, and
there ,  be fore  us ,  was  Asagaya s ta t ion '

Topper got out, took the paper bearing our fr iend's laTe and address

in' iap iharacters and waved i t  around. Top is one of the biggest men
who ever cane out of Texas, although certainly one of the gentlest.

To add to his dimensions he was wrapped in a complete Eskimo f lying
out f i t .  A lso ,  Araer icans  were  obv ious ly  a  conp le te  nove l ty  in  these
parts, and a crowd gathered at once with a smal I  sword -dragging cop

'/  trying frantical ly {=FS to bore into the center of things to
ra t i s iy  h is  own cur ios i ty .  Imag ine  the  humor  o f  the  p ic tu re .  S ix -
foot fbur- inch Topper surrounded by a mil l ing mass of four-foot
s ixers ,  and a f te r -  t  few minutes  we hus t led  the  cop in to  the  jeep to
ac t  as  a  g iu ide ,  s ince  he  seemed so  in te res ted  and so  w i l l i ng  to  be
he lp fu l .  H is  sword  caught  in  the  r igg ing ,  bu t  we c leared  h im and
turned back into the al ley. I t  seems we had passed the place we $rere
look ing  fo r .  He d i rec ted  us  to  i t  and  we pu l  led  up  n t  Bbout  9
o 'c lock  a f te r  a  two and one ha l f  hour  hunt .

I t  was a smal I  ,  modern, shiny, clean shop. l ' I r .  Turuya come out to
gree t  us  in  po l i te  N ippor rese  manner  and led  us  in to  the  ou le r  shop.
A door  opened in  the  back  revea l ing  a  ra ised  f loor  covered w i th  a
spotless matt ing in the center of which Mrs' Turuya stood smi I  ing
beside a square mound of cushions and robes. on the sides beauti ful
t . iger skin rugs covered the f loor. The center arrangem€nt turned out
to  be  a  low tab le  se t  over  on  e lec t r i c  g r i l l  and  covered w i th  a  so f t '
thick comforter and surrounded on four sides by custr ions. We removed
our shoes, stepped up 14 inches to the upper level and, at Mr. Turu-
ya 's  ges ture ,  we sa t  a round the  heater '  spradd le- Iegged '  w i th  hands
and feet under the cover near the stove with the edges of the com-
fbrter over our feet and knees. I t  was very comfortable and we found
we weren ' t  f ros t  b i t ten  a f te r  a l I .

,  Wine was broj ight by l i l rs. T. and served in t iny glasses on a smal I
V lacquereA t1Y. Meanwhile we explained our delay to our host who was

amused and sympathetic. Then his two l i t t le boys came in and sat
quiet ly by the door. They were l i t t le burr heads dressed in army
sty le  c lo thes .  I  gave them two bars  o f  Baker 's  choco la te .  They
beamed,  sa id  "sank  you,  "  and depar ted .  I  suppose they  ere  no t
a l lowed to  smack the i r  l ips  be fore  company.  A I I  th is  t ime Mrs .  T .
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was s i t t ing  or  kne 'e ] ing ,  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  wh ich  because o f  the  long
kimono she wore and the low cushions. Mr. T. turned and spoke to
her ,  she  de f in i te ly  knee led ,  smi led ,  and then le f t  the  room'  r rJe

engaged in more smal I  talk of this and that, of anything but the
. " iu i t  hos t i l i t i es ,  and present ly  she was back  w i th  p i les  o f  s i l ks ,
brocades and embroidery, kimonos, obis, scarfs. They were passed to
Topper and Fel ix and me, and we ogled, murmured and exclaimed and
weie  pre t ty  genera l l y  bewi ldered  by  the  r i chness  o f  i t  a l I  I  began
to f i iget ln[ f lnal ly managed o vague question about prices, which I
felt  r .r is a breach of et iguette dt that stage of the game '  !{r '  T'
smiled indulgently and reassured me, "You select what you want. Do
not vrorry about price 

" '  
5o I did, reck I ess I y--seven or eight bro-

cades. a kimono and two smal I  embroidered pieces, plus a dazzl ing
four  foo t  }ength  o f  i r res is t ib le  someth ing  or  o ther .  Then FeI ix  and
Topper  f in ish ic l  the i r  se lec t ions ,  and a f te r  more  ta lk  over  cups  o f
cocoa (we were promised green tea next t ime), we suddenly discovered
it was growing late. Ttten came the question of price. This occa-
sioned iurprisingly l i t t le disagreement and the g:oods were wrapped
and handed to us. At 11:20 we were bowed out with good nights and
best  w ishes ,  fu r ther  inv i ta t ions  and much smi l ing .

Half way back to camp vre had a f lat '  but, strangely'  we had both
spare  t i re  and too ls ,  a  de f in i te  overs igh t  on  the  par t  o f -someone.
WL t i xea  i t  in  twenty  rn inu tes  and go t  to  the  F ie ld  about  L2 :2O -  5o
now I 've been in a Japanese home Bnd have experienced the tradit ional
Jap cour tesy .  Whether  i t ' s  rea l  o r  fa lse ,  I  s t i l l  haven ' t  the
fa in tes t  idea .  I t  looked genu ine .

And now back to the present, 16 January 46. Two days ago the point
' requ i rement  d ropped to  68 .  On paper  a t  ieas t  I  have 69 .  I  fee l
pretty sure of being on a boat some t ime in February. Other than
tha t  I  s t i l l  don ' t  know.

21 January 46: Irumagav.a. Sti l I  no mai I  since mid December. When
we were  on  Ie  Sh imo wa i t ing  fo r  a  p lane,  we had a l l  43rd  mai l  sen t
from the Okinawa base PO to VBC in Japan. the reason being that most
of i t  was for men no longer on Ie Shima, stho had been transferred to
VBC in Japan. We gave our ovtn names with instruct ions to hold our
rna i l  t i l  we go t  here .  When we f ina l l y  a r r i ved  a t  VBC,  we found tha t
al l  43rd mai I  arr ivinq here had beerr reshipped to Okinawa. The
resu l t  w i l l  be  tha t  i t  w i l l  be  sent  f rom there  to  the  las t  knrwn
sta t ion  o f  Lhe addressee.  In  our  case i t  w i l l  go  to  Ie  Sh ima where
i t  w j t l  aga in  s ta r t  a  ' r i c ious  c i rc le  s ince  there  is  now no 43rd
t -here .  f f  i t  ever  does  ge t  back  here ,  I '11  probab ly  be  in  the  Stn tes
nlready. I  hope. My expectat ir in now is to be on a boat by aborrt
February 10.

Saturday night was a rare, gay occasion. There was a Japanese show
at  the  Of f i ce rs '  C lub .  A  Japanese  dance  band  p layed  U.S .  tunes  in
U.5 .  s ty le  w i th  a  h igh  schoo l  accent .  Surpr is ing ly  they  were  no t
bad. As expected, they were not good. Ttrere were ct.her inter- im
dc ts ,  wa l t zes  by  the  Imper ia l  Ho te I  t r i o ,  v io l i n .  ce l1o ,  p iano ,  two
kimono clad jugglers who tossed things around to the weird rhythm of
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a gourd- I i ke  uke le le ,  p layed '  by  a  young lady '  pa in ted  to  resemble  the

ptrantom of the opera' 
-  

ShL was a scream' seated very prim and

Sii" i i ' t t t-"" u.,  l i , , . t i""t t-"t toit .  legs -a-dangle, wrapped in a kimono'

;; ;- i ; ; ;  completelv ci icirnlnea and dead eln'.  bea!-1r-I9 an,utter mono-

Lone on that loud, 
" i ; ; ;g; 

instrument, only her eyes and one hand

*i"!a." O;;;  ;  str ing-io"o=er,"a-and the monotone changed, but she

ir; ; ; ; iy i"p"i i .a tr," 'ai t"gt ud continued' st i t l  without expression'

More in the mood of-t t te- ciuU were the routines and the dancinq gir ls '

One  d id  a  Ba l rnese  : i | i " i -U"g  w i th  be l l s  on  her  fee t  (and  I i t t l e

e lse) .  She was - lo i i - iSb  po i rnas '  p rac t ica l l y  a I l  o f  i t  be low the

wais t .  Then an  u t " l ta i "g r i -cu te  and '  cherub ic  l i t t le  lady  d id  a

bal let and fol lowea-with'a Hungarian costurne dance with another

fenale partner. rnen 
- 

t trere wa5 a tr io who sang Hawaiian songs, after

"iiiigi-ti-"g 
inat trte gu1ta1 "is busted and our music will be very

poor, pIeas. .*",-,="-,til; 
- 

rn"y are. knoltn hereabouts as the Andrews '

b is te rs .  one o f  the i -can s :ng '  lu t . the  PA sys tem d idn- ' t .work  and we

never real ly neara trer '  The Sand i l idn't  eufier from that '  According

to Col. Dick' A.=u CO' they have improved 1O0t since last t ime '  They

nort PlaY tvrice as loud'

More importantly, about two dozen nurses' some of lhem the young and

fresh variety, had-lu=t trr i t 'ed here'- and there was dancing after the

show. Seeing tfrere-weie enough f iel t l  grade off icers on hand to

!" i" i t . i"  th6m, r left  before this got under way'

Yesterday morning. Sunday' Fel ix- and llerb came up from Tachikawa'

f i f teen miles Lo tne-souitt '  and hauled me to Tokyo '  We had lunch dt

vni-ti i i t ni.,r,i" weinoich' took pictures in the palace ntt;lrt i: 
P ,

irlr"a"""a wj,nnie lo Turuyu and company and came home by

I  suppose I may have some assignment to some kind of work soon' but

tha tha5n . thappenedso fa r .Any 'ay i t ' smore fun tobuzzaround
shooting pictures'-.seeing things and doing nothing in general '

I rumagawa, 29 Januarry 46: Sti l t  no mail '  Nothing much has happened

here this past l teek. I  have not been assigned to any useful occupa-

t ion and have been to iokyo twice with Fel ix and Herb' We picked up

;;; ;  ; ; i ."  ana a raniy co'nl to be worn with the kirnono. Nagato also

ororni sed to mai f  tne i 'complete set of Japanese stamps'..  Hope he

5illi;I-riis;l .- A-ph"ne'tarr from Ferix Kaufrnan says that the Re-
; ; ; t ;yt";a iepot tras refused to honor ten months of his service t ime

r, oirur 'a return'to the U.5. because i t  was spent in E_nlisted Reserve.

=o nL  : "  l tuc t  inde t in i te ly .  He had been anx ious  about  i t ,  now he

kncws .

Tcnight one of the fel lows here in the barracks '  Lt '  Smith' gave me a

;;; ;- ; i  Jap Air corps boots- '  .He $tas.showing them to me and while
-oJni,. i 'g 

t i rem I *"nf ior,.a that I  vrould I ike to get a pair f  or ray wi f  e

i;- ; ;"  is r iding boots and he insisted I take them'

I rumgawa.  29  January  46 .  S t i l l  no  ma i l '  so  I  guess  I ' 11  be  w i thou t

r i i t6 r "  fo r  re  .umoi . ,d . .  o f  my s tay  overseas .  I 'm s t i l l  no t  -sure

not - f "ng  tha t  w i l I  b€ '  p robab ly  another  ten  days  a t  leas t '
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