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43rd, BOII{B CROUP

AFTER AUGUST L3, L945

The o f f i c i ,a l  demise  c . t f  t he  43rd  Bomb Group  d id  no t  come un t i l  Apr i l
29 ,  L946 .  Bu t  fo r  those  o f  us  on  Ie  Sh ima on  Augus t  15 .  L945 ,  the
group '  s rniss i  on becanne irnmediate ly non-be I I  igerent .  The bomb bays
erere un I oaded arrd even a day or so ear 1 i  er there had been sporad I c
gun  f i re  in  p remat r . t re  ce leb ra t ion .  The  o f f i c ia l  announcement  by
Presi,dent Truman on the l ,5th had been expected and was sornewhat
a n t r c l r m a c t i c .  W e  w e r e  l a t e r  t o  l e a r n  t - h a t  t h e  c e l e b r a t o r s  o n
Okrnal {a had been more enthus i .ast  i  c  and that  three of  t ,hose ce lebra-
t , t , rs  had been k i  I  l  ed -

L wou ld f  or a I  ime cont i  nue the non-combat d.ut ies of Air Combat
lnte I I isence , d,ut i es begun jr:st Efore we moved. f rom Owi to Tac I oban ,
cont inued.  at  Clark and for  a shor t  t ime at  Ie  Shi rna before the
Jaoanese  su r render .

A l r : t - te r  to  my wi fe  wr i t ten on August  13,  whi le  rumors  were f  ly ing
and  wh i l e  I  was  s t i l l  t r y i ng  to  ge t  n t y  shack  i n  shape  to  move  1n ,
sa id ,  "Re tu rn  Lo  c i v i l i an  l i f e  seems  imminen t . "  As  : . t  Lu rned  ou t
another Christmas was to be spent on Ie Shima and I  would not set
f oo t  on  t he  U .5 .  ma in l and  un t i l  Ma rch  3 .  L946 .

Dui^i ng the next f  ew days , af ter hear i  ng Pres l  dent Truman '  s annc,un ce-
nent ,  h te wai ted f  or  the whi te Bet tys to  f  Iy  over  and land the Japa-
nese who would then be f  lown , r ,D to Mani  Ia  as a par t  o f  the pre l  r rn i -
i :ar ies t i :  the f  ormal  surrender  i :eremonies.  This  was a topr  c  second-
ery,  howerrer ' ,  to  "how many points  do I  have and how many do I  need?"

These  re f  l ec t ions  a f  te r  a lmos t  f . i f , t - y  years  a re  d rawn la rge ly  f rom
let ters wr i t ten f rc tm mid August  L945 through January t946.  and f rom a
few records  and  pho tos  tha t  have  long  reposed  in  a  much  t rave l led  o ld .
f  oo t  i ocker .  Dur ing  those  and  ear l  i e r  rnon ths  I  was  assoc ia ted  w i th
L t  -  Bar rd  S impson  in  65 th  Sqadron  S-Z ,  and  la te r  as  Group  5 -2 .

Where  le t te rs  a re  quo ted  as  wr i t ten  the  da te  w i  I  I  p reced .e  the  quo ta -
t  r  on,  and the eontext  wl  1  I  renr ler  the source obvlous .

Some o f  the  le t te rs  used  here  were  wr i t ten  dur ing  th i s  pe r iod .  by  L t .
L inden  Toepperwe in  to  h i s  fami l y  i n  Texas .  Where  theee  a re  quo ted ,
tri s name i s shown as the .gourc€ ,

August  15:  Since lhose f i rs t  premature shots were f i red,  and rumors
c o n t i n u e d  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  d a y s  1 n  s o m e L h l n g  o f  a  v a c u u m ;  t h i s  w i i l
beconre krrown as the month of t.he grreat "Sweat ing Out .

A f  t e r  l u n c h  c a m e  n e w s  b y  t h e  l i t l : l e  A u s s i e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  S - Z  s h a c i r
J--hat Presrdent Trurnan has orrrrol lrr  ced the Jap acceptance of our ped.ce
t  erms .  The response here ,  contrary to  what  we hear-  of  t .he react  ion
i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  w a s  f a i r l y  q u i e t .  5 o ,  o u r  w o r k  i s  f i n i s h e d  a s  f a r  a s
o f  f e n s i v e  o p e r a t i a n s  a l  e  c o n c e r n e d .  I  d . o n ' t  s u p p o s e  i t  i ;  a  v i o l a -
t lon ,s f  secur t ty  r ior t  t -o  say that  r l t l r  B24s have been br :mbing tne
Japarrese home i .s  I  ands ;  and that  I  was just  about  i .e  br ie f  , i r : r  S j th
' :rews ,; I1 torlay' s str l .ke when lhe phone ranq and r^/e were t_o l t l  that
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h igher  headquar te rs  had  o rdered  a  ha l t  to  o f fens ive  ac t i v i t y .  Tha t

*u i  a t  0400 and was a h int  o f  the announcement  that  eras to come eight

h o u r s  l a t e r .  N o w  t h a t  i t ' s  h a p p e n e d ,  e v e r y t h i n g  l o c a l l y  g o e s  o n

about  the same.

The sound, of hammering and sawing on new shacks is just as loud. and

raucous  as  be fo re  and  as ide  f ro rn  the  consumpt ion  o f  a  few bo t t l es  o f

impor ted  beer  a l l  i s  as  was .  I  had  a  eoup le  myse l f  f rom the  cache  o f

Lt .  L i t t  and.  in  the company of  Lts .  Prat t ,  Moore,  Johnston and McKi  I -

I  ip  an6 Capts .  Sto l  I  ,  Fahey and Simpson.  There was i  ce,  too,  to  make

th ;  occas ion  one  f  o r  d ,oub le  re  jo i c ing .  Perhaps  ton igh t  the  I  i d  w i  I  I

f l y  o f f .  There  a re  severa . I  guys  here ,  l i ke  A I  Pepe  (o rdnance)  and

Hans Von Unwerth (Communicat ions) ,  who have been sweat ing i t  out  for

three years and nore.  I f  they could f ind the where-wi th-a l1,  maybe

they ' l i  mus te r  some ga i ,e ty .  bu r  own shack  i s  i ncomp le te '  and  I

cont inue to I  ive with one of .  the combat crevts on cora I .  I  f  Davis
(Exec )  and,  L i t t  and Pepe wi  I  I  shelve some of  the i r  squadron dut i .es

and work on the f loor in our tent today. we may move in in a day or

so .  M igh t  as  we I I  make  i t  comfor tab le  i f  we  can ,  even  i f  t he  f i r i ng

is supposed. to have ceased as of this morni.ng or last night. Who

knows-when vre wil l  see Frisco anyway. l t [aybe several months or i t  may

be  in  a  ve ry  few weeks .  I 'w ish  I  cou ld  te l t  you ,  bu t  I  have  no  idea

as yet  .  We can only  hope i t  's  not  long -

@ T h e J a p a n e s e a n d t h e i r B e t t y s h a d b e e n e x p e c t e d o n
August  t i .  In  the Ie Shlma Dai ly  News of -  Saturday.  August  18,  th is
appeared. :

THE JAPANESE PEACE EI,IISSARIES DELEGATED TO
SIGN PRELII{INARY SURRENDER DOCUIJIEI'ITS DID NOT

ARRIVE ON IE YESTERDAY

The AI I led Supreme Corrmander,  General
Douglas MacArthur ,  d i rected f tnperor  Hi rohi to
to  appo in t  rep resen ta t i ves ,  send .  them to
M a n i  l a .  ( T h e i r  f i r s t  s t o p o v e r  p o i n t  i s  I e  '
here to board an Amer ican p lane and proceed
on to the appointed spot .  )  General  i lacAr-
thur 's  message was received by the Japanese
goverrunent on Wednesday , l ' 5 August , and they
s e n t  w o r d  t h e y  w o u l d  O . K -  t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  o r -
d e r s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

On the  same page  o f  the  Da i l y  News th i s  a l so  appeared :  "Kay  Ka ise r
a n d  h i s  t . r o u p e  o f  2 6  ,  i n c l u d i n g  f  o u r  l o v e  l y  g i r l s ,  i s  t e n t a t i v e  l y
booked to appear  here 23 August ,  accord ing to Capt .  Sevath E.  Boyum.
ISCOI{ SSO. There wi 11 be an af ternoon and evening show at the ISCOlj l
bowl ,  nov,  under  construct ion near  Water  Point  Loop on the nor th
shore .  D ick  Ju rgens  and  h is  band  a re  expec ted  here  2  Sep tember . "

! 0  A u g u s t :  D o u b t l e s s ,  i f  y o u  w e r e  u p  a t  L h e  t i m e . y o u  h e a r d  t h e
b r o a d c a s t  o f  y e s t e r d a y ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  o n  t h i s  m i n u t e  i s l e -  T h e
f i r s t  I e g  i n  a  h o p  t h a t  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t
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war in history was completed at 1245 Sunday, by our loca} t ime. And
not a GL nurse, General  or stray dog would have missed i t  for  al l
t he  meda ls  ex tan t ,  i nc iud . i ng  the  Scand inav ian '

nt  lgOOo. the crowd was gather ing around the mobi le broadcast ing uni t
Iocaied expectant ly at  the south end of B str ip;  bD/ 1100 they were
crovrding against the barbed wire and stretching their  necks to see
over their  ta l ler  neighbgrs.  Having heard via Radio Okinawa ("4

stone's throw frorn Tokyd) that the digni tar ies were at  last  to arr ive
at about 1230, s ix of  us pi led in the S-2 jeep and buzzed down to the
str ip,  a mi le f rom the camP area. I t  was'1155 by that t ime and the
nearest revetments were overf lowing b, i th cur ious hunanity.  The MP's
were there in force and the runway guard of white and negro troops
were  mov ing  i n to  pos i t i on  a long  the  s ides  o f  t he  co ra l  s t r i p .  Beh ind
i . t  a l l  on south, btest and north was the powdery blue of  the China
Sea, and beat ing down from the bluer sky was a sun reminiscent of  Ctwi
Is land. A few f leecy white c louds hung motionless where we expected
to see two Betty (Jap type "O" 221 bombers and their  escort  of  P-38
f ighters come in s ight.  The rendezvous between the 38's and the
Tokyo based Bettys had been mude ear l ier  i r i  the morning and their
whereabouts r€ported per iodical ly by Fighter control  radio stdt ions.

The gfA (expected t ime of arr ival)  was 1230. lnd at  about 1228 the
f i rst  black specks appearod in the northwest.  1 counted 24 of the
twin enqine fighters as they came around by the south shore and,
c i r c led  the  f i e ld .  They  f l ew  a t  abou t  4000  fee t .  Then  cam€ the
Catal ina and the B-17 rescue planes which had shadowed the format ion
to  g i ve  a id  i n  case  o f  a  ba i l - ou t  o r  d i t ch ing  a t  sea .  Nex t  i n  I  i ne
came whut we al l  wai ted for,  two gleaming white tar in engl ine planes
with the green crosseg painteal  on wingf and fuselage, f lanked on
either s ide by one of our B-25 bombers, They roared direct ly over-
head  and  camerns  began  to  c l i ck  a l l  a round  us  as  G I ' s  sc ramb led  fo r
vantage points atop jeeps and trucks. Some of the bolder c l imbed on
the brand. new A-26 parked in the revetment.

on the next go-round, the 251s and one of the 38's came in for a
landing whi le the rest c i rc led again.  The Betty 's $tere about l2OO
feet novr,  and i t  looked as i f  they might land, but the f i rst  one
pul led. up and circ led once more, probably to f igure vthat to do about
the cross wi.nd that whipped up bi ts of  coral  dust here and there.
More cl icking caneras. Down at the south end two big C-54 transports
g leamed  s i l ve r  i n  t he  b r i gh t  sun ,  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  N ip  nabobs  to  c l i nb
aboard, Mani la-bound. I t  was 1245 by the t ime the third c irc le had
been completed. This t ime i t  was no dry run. The f i rst  Betty
se t t l ed  ove r  t he  54 ' s  and  g I  i ded  i n  w i thou t  bene f i t  o f  l and ing  f l aps ,
sl ipping along a few feet above the Iunway, then touching l ight ly in
a plrrel t  landing as they reached afpoint  opposi te our ievetment.
That was dbout 70 yards from us; the nbrown faces could now be seen
looking through the windows froro thet l ight deck. I  not iced that the
white paint  jobs appeared hast i ly appl  ied by hand rather than sprayed
on smoothly as would have been done by the Americans. The big red
ronde ls  were  s t i l l  v i s i b le  on  the  wa is t .  o f  t he  o lane  as  i t  r o l i ed  bv
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The reaction of the crowd as the Japs taxied back down to the trans-

oorts tas exemplary' but typical of our cit izen army '  Ttrere was no

l i .pfu'  of hosi i ] i ty. probably not because of the comnanding gener-

aI ' i  stern warning igainst suth, but more l ikely because everybody

wis - too  exc i ted  and lu r ious  to  th ink  o f  i t '  The war 's  over '  why

oro long i t sb i t te r tas tebyg iv ingou t \ t i t hvenom?Iwonder$ tha t the
i i i i iu- l .o*n men thougfrt ai they rode along between those lanes of

Lt i t  l  anA looked dovrn the lenses of a mil l ion cameras more or less.

i ; i . - t iU iy  conf  i rmed the i r  v iev  o f  the  U.S.  so ld ie r  as  a  conf  i rmed

souven i r  hunter ,  wh ich  he  is '

Al l  the Yank dignitaries were on hand as the procession- pul led up to

ft" Sa'r.  Whether there were smi les or handshakes as the Nipponese
ci imUea out, I  couldn't  say, since I l ras som€ 500 feet away and Golze

had the binoculars at the moment. A few minutes later I  took a 100k

and saw several stocky cri t ters in heavy dark f lying suits. $t i th

i "gg ings  and woo l  o r  i leece l ined  caps .  They  looked $ , fo r  a l l  the

woila I  ike Tibetan monks fresh out of Lost Horizon: and probably felt

i i tu  i t .  Every th ing  ! ;as  o rder ly  I  i ke  a  revo lv ing  squ i r re l  cage as
ptotograptrrs ind gEnerals and pFcs s,warmed and f iddle-faddled
irorrnd. No one seemed sure which of the transports to load the l i t t le
characters in, so they stood there, several of them apparently army
of f i cers  in  the i r  o l i ve  g reen un i fo rms w i th  sh in ing  brass  bu t tons  and '
t freir su.prising white polo shirts open at the neck. Others were in
wh i te ,  p robab ly  the  c iv i l ian  members  o f  the  par ty '

Suddenly the photographers selected one of the tvto planes as they saw
someone- toss i  pieie of luggage aboard, and they promptly surrounded
it.  A lane opened up, and the Japanese walked over and began to
cl imb aboard.- Meanwhile, the crew menbers had been tohred around to
ihe revetment next to ours, vrhere their Bettys were parked and left
for the return tr ip. whenever that is to be. when the planes stoPped
rol l ing, they crawled slowly out the back end and stood looking
comical as chow pups. One of them in part icular took the fancy of
the croltd. He wis about five hands high and dressed for a Byrd
expedit ion. Heavy brown f Iying suit  with the legs tucked into almost
knee-high yel low leggings or boots'  and the big thick cap with the
ear f lals iangl ing. He look€d at no one' just trudged around the
plane tb make- sure everything was OK, using to best advantage the
strutt ing toes-out walk of the Japs. The big white teeth and the
horn r inuoed gi lasses made the picture happily complete' I t  was
characters oi such comical mien, by our standards, who were plowingl
their obsolete f iqhters into our warships a few days ago and earning
eternal glory in the g.ruesome process. Maybe someday somebody eti l l
f ind out what makes them i ick.- Right now I confess i t  stumps me'

A-?il- Scgat*a furtJ{lltlt 2o Aw<14f
The show beinq about over,  the big t ransport  pul led out onto Lhe

runway and was gone in a few seconds, headed south toward Mani la.  the

capit l l  the Nips struck a match to only s ix months ago. We went
home. Everybody beg.in to wonder if the broadcast had been tran-
scr jbed. so we could hear i t  later and laugh at the announcer 's lack

- of  mi l f :ory savoir  fa ire.  Sure enougih we heard that he had done just

what we feared, and expected. He had spent the f i rst  few minutes ad

4
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Iibbing about the famed Joi ly Rogers of the 90th Bomb Group, who

moved in here as the echoes of the war's last shots echoed in the
d. is tance.  Cons iderab le  good na tured  b l t te rness  Lras  expressed a t  h is
fa i  lu re  to  ment ion  the  43rd ,  the  on ly  g roup o f  5 th  A i r  Force  heav ies
to  h i t  Japan.  Same o ld  pub l  i c i t y  consc ious  90 th ;  the i r  b izar re  sku l  I
and crossbones picture on the tai l  of their planes does make a good

show.  I f  they  cou ld  on ly  h i t  the i r  ta rge ts l  (To  the  censor :  I  know
a l l  F i f th  A i r  Force  p lanes  a lways  h i t  the  ta rg€ t ;  I ' n  on ly  foo l in ' ) .

During the remaining d.ays of August, along with some uncertainty
about what duties were now going to be carr ied on by what personnel,

things were beginning to pick up in the Redeployment Department. on
the evening of August 26 there was a hurry-up notice to send out a
number of men who hadn't expected to go home for several weeks or
perhaps months. They had the 85 points that were required at that
t fme.

August  27 :  I  shou ld  launch in to  a  long and '  in tense ly  in te res t ing
ac iount  o f  the  week 's  ac t i v i t ies  in  the  65 th  Bomb Squadron bu t ,
remarkab ly  enough,  there  have been no  such ac t iv i t ies -  A l l  i s
qu iescen t  and  bor ing  as  a l I  he I I .  The  hea t  doesn ' t  he lp  a  g rea t  dea l
and the water leaves a bad taste. They evidently Pipe i t  in from the
holds of water- logged LSTS in the harbor '  You can't  see the barna-
c les ,  bu t  you  sure  can tas te  them.

Le t ' s  see  now.  What  e lse  can  I  b i t ch  ubou t  wh i le  I  ca jo le  myse l  f
back to better humor. Another gripe is the bottomless pit  of mud
which has had us in a semi-marooned situation. Jeeps have been put
in  f ron t  whee l  d r iv€ ,  i r r  low lo ] t  gear ,  and le f t  tha t  way ,  apparent ly
fo r  the  dura t ion .  A f te r  one s t rugg les  ou t  to  the  main  road,  i t ' s
O.K.  anr l  easy  go ing ,  bu t  no t  here  in  our  own ba i l iw jck .  We need more
Seabees I  guess .

For those of us who had. been so far away from Stateside d.uty and.
pol ished brass, there was begi.nning to be some apprehension engen-
dered from General Whitehead's L9 August greetings to the men of the
5th  A i r  Force  o f fe r ing  congra tu la t ions  and end ing  w i th  th is  para-
g'raph: -z- .t

%?e-
"Commencing now I charge each of you with proper observance of
un i fo rm regu la t ions ,  w i th  da i l y  shav ing , .  w i th  cor rec t  mi  I  i ta ry
pos ture  and a t t i tude ,  w i th  p roper  sa lu t ing .  I  charge a I I  conrnanders ,
o f f i cers  and non-comoi  ss ioned o f f i cers ,  w i th  the  respons ib i l i t i es  fo r
the  en forcement  o f  these ru les .  OnIy  by  persona l .  demonst ra t ion  to
the Japanese people that we are better soldiers than they can ever
be,  can  we overcome . the  ins id ious  hopes o f  the  Japanese mi l  i ta r i s ts
o f  wor ld  conquest  .  "

S igned :  Enn is  C .  Wh i tehead ,  L t .  Gen .  U .S .A .
Commandinq

t  n  r - - : L : - l A f f i -
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A few days I ater on 7 SePtember
message Lo the Personnel of  the
these words:

Col  .  Pet tus .  in  h is  congrra tu la tory
43rd,  conc luded h is  message wi th

The task of  world reconstruct ion is staggering and

each American Eust contr ibute to i t '  of ten the
resul ts of  our ef forLs wi l l  not be as tangible as

they were in actual coribat. but the future gains may

be inmeasurable,  I f  ree are going to avoid a lonq

and cost ly "underqround" conf l ict  r"*r i  ch could last

for years and stretch around the world,  f fe must
t-reat the Japanese people with a fairness that they

hawe never before known. Remember the Japane=e boy
of today is lhe "Kamikazi  "  of  tomorrow, unless we

educate him i*lrat ours ls the better way. Oppressive
subjugat ion an<i cruei ty have never control  ied a

race, but tirrr jrrstice, generosity. and education
?r i t l  gfo a long way to preserve lhe peace for vrhich
we have foughl so hard to vtin-

i ames  T .  Pe t tus '  J r . .  Co l  .
Air CorPs, Cc,mnarrdingl

See attached Exhibl t  3

2g August -  : r t '  s st i l t  preL' , -y hot here on the is land. Righl  now i t - 's

OaOo ina lhe sun is of Li,e noon day varieLy 3lready. EJerything

ieets t azy anci ihe weaiher partiai 1y accounts f rLr iL. btit 'Lh€re is

also lhe inevi iable i  etr iovrn due to lhe cessa-Lion of  host i l i * , ies.  The

lhirrgs that have to be done now seem rather petty sorretimes and

dutles more onerous than inspiring' }f)t oi'fi work now is mainly o''e af

odds and ends. laost of  1t  connected with wri t ing the Squadrc'n histo-

*.  etc.  Yesterday I  f lew around a bi t  wi th PauI Hansen. the f  i rs- '

t ime  I ' d  been  up  i n  a  24  s ince  the  move  to  Luzon .  I  r eca l l  t ha t  once

on a mission ovbr Corregidor Hansen let  me f ly co-pi  lot  for about L5

minutes. Quite a thr i i l  to rheel  forty tcns c, f  me'r-a I  and con' .pl ica-

t ione around at L6.60B ieeL ut.€n your orr ly t raining af ter lar* school

has  been  in  me teo ro logy  and  f i na l l y  i n  wha t  t hey  choose  to  ca l l  A i r

Co inba t  l n te l l l gence .  My  on ty  t r " t o  f i  i qh ts  on  comba t  m iss ions  I 'm

afraid were not in :  ine of  duty.  Today we buzzed the carnp area 6nce

and catoe in about L70o in time io shoner and eat arrd gio to the l(ay

Kateer shas ,

Th!3 satse le i ter descr ibes a tr ip over r-o okinarra and includes a
descr ipt ion et  the bur ial  customs of the Okinasans:

I t  was  i n te res t i ng  to  take  a  good  l ook  a t  t he i r  e labo ra "e  bu r ie l
caves with the huge qiazed urns and Lhe plain boxes that denote an

ear l i e r  s tage  i n  the  l ay ing  to  res t  o f  t he  depar ted -  They  bu i l d
ea r ihen  t i e rs  o r  t e r races  w i th  a  se r ies  q f  sma l  I  s tone - i i ned  vau l t s

on  each  l eve l .  They  se t  t -he  p la in  co f f i n  i n  t h i s  vau l t  and  p lace  a
la rge  f l a t  s tone  ove r  t he  open ing .  A f te r  a  su i teb le  t ime  i3  n l  l owed
for the bones to become bare and more ar less clean, they are removed
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and placed in the urns for permanent burial in the same crypt ' The

n"it". trp is, of course, war when the conquerors loot the places in
quest of souvenirs,

Back on l i t t le Ie and back to the confused present, !e 9re reminded
that we have not been paid since June. I  borrowed $20.00 from Jack

si lveira in whose shack I have been l iving ethi le mine is being
f  in i  shed .

Even sorse than being broke sas the resr:mpt ion of close-order dri I l ,
now required for one hour dai lY-

5  September :  Imag ine .  We 've  go t  to  ac t  l i ke  so ld ie rs  nov ' -  o f

"o , r r i . ,  
theore t ic i l  l y ,  we nere  supposed to  a l l  a lonq,  bu t  in  the

places we've been there was no way of sraintaining such precepts in
. ty tu ,  there  be ing  few w i tnesses  o f  a  c r i t i ca l  d ispos i t ion  o ther  than
the nonkeys, Feopte went about in r".hatever they conceived lc be a
graper  un i fo rm,  th is  usua l  l y  cons is t . ing  o f  a  pa i r  o f  khak i  pan ls  cu t
L f f -  above the  knees  w i th  lh reads  le f t  dang l ing '  i3 ' r '  shaeE or  a  pa i r
of moccasins, a bedr-d, and the Lord knows what nightmare of a hal '
var ia t ions  rang inq  f rom Bancro f t  F l iqh ters  w i th  sh in ing  brass  to  a
nnr rn t  fca fher  o r  an  Auss ie  d igger  ha t .  M i i i ta ry  cour tesy  o f ten
l j u r  r  v !

meant only i -hat E?!s s louched off  to one side i f  a Colonel came
walking CLvn a narrow path. or that Second Li€utenants usual ly backed
up  f c  i nves t l ga+ -e  i f  t hey  fe i t  t he  c runch  o f  a  f i e ld  g rade  o " f i ce r
u id ,e rnea th  the  j eep  + rhee ls .  A l l  d r i l i  manua ls  hawe  long  s ince  sun lc
intc the rnud. and dusl  alongside the Guinea *-rai  ls and Leyte sw&mps '
Looil,s I ike we' I I have to go back and dig up a f err of lhem.

Sunday ,  9  Sep tenber :  Today  i s  Sunday  wh ich  i s  a  day  c f  res t  i n  t h i s
postwar anrq/ and we need i t .  Been dr i l l ing every day for the past

week and I 've been very busy besides. Nos that most of  the old
t imers are ei ther leavinq or ant ic iPat ing leaving soon, some of us
have had to double up on other dut ies.  l laving been overseas only a
l i t t l e  ove r  a  yea r  a t  t h i s  po in t ,  I  w i l l  be  he re  fo r  awh i l e  and
taking on some nev dut jes.  There has been almost no work to do in
Intel  l igence since there are no longer any combat missions '  but rrow
I 'm working in the Order iy Room as Assistant Adjutant pending the
i - ra in ing  o f  a  f l y i ng  o f f i ce r  f o r  t ha t  and  o the r  Squadron  j obs .  9 l i t h
lhe  war  ove r  ' Lhe  A i r  Fo rce  t r i l l  r eve r t  t o  t he i r  o ld  po l i cy  o f  us ing
f i y i ng  pe rsonne l  on l y ,  t he  use  a f  g round  a f f i ce rs  be ing  mere l y  a  war
t ime  exped ien t .  Tha t  means  tha l  a l l  o f  us  w i l l  be  sen t  home be fo re
Lao  Long .  bu t  i  s t i t l  don ' t  knos  wha i  t ha t  means .  The re  a re  m i i l i ons
of i 'umors f  loat inq arounci  al l  -uhe t ime and no one krrows anything for
su re  and  a l l  a re  on  need les  and  p ins .  I ne  s i t ua t i on  co r r t i nues  wr th
sornet l r ing desirable about to happen and, then i t  doesn' t ,  and then i t
x i l i  a r i d  ncw i l  i sn ' ' "  ega r i l  ,

Japan  s t j l l  i i es  325  m i  l es  to  t i r e  no r th .  We  expec ted  to  be  occupy lng
i t  by  no } | ,  bu t  unseen  e lemen ts  have  de layed  us  t ime  a f te r  t i r ne  un t i l
now e re  don ' t  know wha t  t o  exgecL .  A i tho t l qh  eenso rsh ip  i s  no  l onq ie r
be inq  exe rc i sed ,  I  s t i i i  ca r r ' t  r epea t  a l i  a f  t he  rumors  we  hea r .  We
are .  c r  were .  p re t t y  de f i n i t e l y  s la ted  Lo  be  an  occupa t ion  fo rce

7
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though. I hope yre do get up there for at least a few weeks. It
would seem an awful travesty to scramble all the way through the
underbrush from New Guinea and then not see the end of the trail
a f te r  a l  l  .

13 September: Se had cherry pie for dinner and I 'm al l  relaxed
preparatory to gioinq to the off ice in another half  hour. First
d.eclnt dessert in sone t ime. l lajor l lax l f i l l ians, 65th C.O.. baked
the pies last night. I  suppose he is the only Squadron C.O- in the
43rd !''ho is a top notch baker. Alt our other bakers have been about
cleared out by redeployment. Speaking of the latter '  I  now hawe 69
points toward return to the States, with ten more pretty certain and
inother ten possible. Delays being what they are, though' the
possibi l i ty of spending Christmas at home seems pretty sl in. I 'm
lc t ing  as  Ass is tan t  Ad ju tan t  un t i l  L t .  Ra lph  Ho lmes ge ts  a  f l y ing
off iclr  trained for his job. Lots of men are pul l ing out and tre are
very  low on exper ienced admin is t ra t i ve  o f f i cers  and c le rks-  IL 's
going to be lonesome h€re soon' AI Pepe and Bil l  Davis and Baird
S impson and Ho lmes,  e t  a I ,  w i l l  be  gone w i t t r  a l l  the i r  po in ts -  I 'm
going to be pretty homesick no doubt.

The Amerlcan Albwn of Famr l  iar l ' Ius i  c is on the air from Radio Okina-
wa. They do a pretty good job of keeping' us soothed. Every day when
I get back to the shack from lthatever is going on at the Orderly
Room, I wi l l  hear their theme. "TWil ight Time, " and then later, much
later, there is tbe 5t i11 sore soothing "Dream."

I ' f  there's no! much variety in postvar act ivi t ies that is not always
t!-ue of the weather here. On 10 Septeurber, Lt. Linden Toepperwein'
Ordnance Otficer in the 4A3rd, wrote, "I did not sleep very much last
night, and today I have been sludging around in mud ankle deep while
repair ing my shack. I t  has been raining since the 8th. I  wrote you
about a typhoon some distance from us in my last letter. Al l  off ice
work was discorrt inued yesterday about 01OO when the rain and wind got
so bad. 1 ret ired to rqf sack and l isiened to the radio and read a
Time magazine. Last nigh'. i -just got track from supper nhen it got
very dark; in f act it. r*ae only 17-10. and r+e had to have a i ight to
see ote another in our shack. The fury of Lhe typhoon was on. LZ.
Routson and Capt. Eubanke went to bed even lhouqh they could not
s leep.  Our  l i t l l e  shack  was cont inuous ly  v ib ra t ing  as  though i t  was
gr'- ing to take off at any t ime. The shack next to ours had blown down
and the one next to i t  was also down. About 2OO0 a hard blast struck
and our little shack just shuddered. Then f heard some tin f iying
through the  6 i r  and s t !  l k ing  ob :ec ts  in  i t s  f l i gh t .  In  iess  t ime
than iL takes Lo tel l  i t  I  vtas out of my shack, but I  didn't  know
which way to go so I just stood on my porch and watched roofs and
p j .eces  o f  t in  f l y  by  no t  more  than 50  fee t  f rom us .  One p iece  h i t
one of our corner guy ropes and our shack shif ted about f ive feet,
using the corner where our water Lank is located as a pivot point.
We grabped our.ponchos and our steel helmets and dashed for Capt.
Barkloe's'  Or*{nance shack. We f igured i t  would be the last to 90.
Then we drov6 the big 6 by 6 truck over to the mess hal l  and got sone
bread. When we drove over there, I  found out where the t in had come

I
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f rom.  I t  $ ras  the  opera t ions ,  s -4  and D ispensary ,  a l l  f la t  o r  b lown

iwa i ,  u ra t te red  somL 200 yards .  Back  a t  Bark loe 's  shack  the  te l l ing

of tai l  tales grew with the storm and Lhe Bmount of l iquor consumed. "

Twc, snapshots made fol lowing tbe storm accornpanied a later Ietter
i frut "fop" ToepPerwein had sent home, showing him' Capt '  Eubanks and

:_i.  nouti"n in- front of one of the shacks and the other showing the

devastat ion lhroughout the area.

See photo of the area after the storm'
attached Exhibit l  4 5

In  i r  ie t le r  wt  i tLen  ' :n  oc tober  L3  or  !4 ,  Top sa id ,  "cap t .  Joseph came
horn" y"st. .day and I have been l  istening to him tel l-  about Tol<yo, his

crastr 'and the days on t-he water and also about how the Japs treated
then after they reached shore. He was in the hospital on oki nawa
when the typhoon struck and i t  completely wrecked the hospital '
Joseph can-'L get about very well ,  but he does not want to miss out on
flying home with the Group. Our planes should be leaving sometime
this i lonth. At present we only have 35 planes 

" '
21  September ,  on  Japanese s ta t ionery :  I  s t i l l  haven ' t  seen Japan '  I
probaily could have hitched a r ide by now as some have' but I 'we had
io  go  tb  work .  Near ly  a l l  o f  the  s ta f f  o f f i cers  o f  the  65 th  a re  now
gon6. ,  Between 13  and 21  September  S impson '  Ho lmes,  Dav is  and Pepe,
I t t  i<ey  personne l ,  le f t  fo r  the  Sta tes '

Then, before I got nry breath as Assistant Adjutant '  I  got yanked out
f rom 65th  to  Group by  Major  Hansen,  Group CO-  Now I 'm In te l l igence '
C i ta t ions ,  H is to r ica l ,  PubI  i c  Re la t ions  and Photo  Of f i cer  fo r  the
Croup,  jn  add i t ion  to  be ing  Group Defense Counse l .  The nex t  du ty  i s
+-o work on reurganization of four squadrons that are left  wrlh na
r - ra ined personne l  in  those du t ies .  In te l l iger rce  is  washed up  no ! ' t  '
but the others are very active. The Sguadron histories are in need
, r f  f  i f , i sh ing .  tagether  w i th  a  conso l ida ted  h is to ry  fo r  the  years  '42-
'14 .  A lso  there  are  numerous  app l ica l ions  fo r  meda ls  to  be  pro-
cessed. ?ictures sholt irrg the effects of last Sunday'5 storm are
enc losed.  A1I  th is  wh i le  we are  t ry ing  to  hand le  inventor ies .
inepections and hundreds of PR storjes to go back home. I f  they io-
wer the points to 75 and i f  t l ro more batt le stars now pending are
appr . rved,  I ' l l  be  e l ig ib le  to  come home very  shor t l y '  bu t  don ' t  count
L ln  i t .  The weather  i s  n icer  to r r igh t ,  w i th  a  fu l l  moon,  mak ing  s i  l ver
p,rt ter-ns on the water, aII  l ight enough to dim the usual brightness
of  Ok inawa 's  l igh ts  across  the  way.  By  the  way,  the  enc l i sed  p ic -
'-ures $rere made during a 70 mile per hour gale last Sunday. f t
L -on t inued fo r  18  hours  wh j le  we c lung to  ropes  and braces '  luck ie r
t -han Toepperwe i  n and hi  s shack mates ,  among many others ,  who l  ost
t -he i  r  quar t  ers  . *t
2g  Sepbember :  The  Group  h i s t o r y  i s  s t i l l
my  s ta f f  i s  l im i t ed  and  unce r ta i n  o f  i t s
, - , ; . - d .e r  t o  c l a r t f y  t ha t  s i t ua t i on ,  I  f  l ew
t ,r Jee Ecmber Command boys . They d i dn ' t
t -w, i  ; r r -e rra i  n ly i  nteresied i  n going hc-,me,

i n  t he  agon ies  o f  b i r t h ,  and
s ta tus .  Th j s  mo rn tng .  i n

over  to  Ck inawa wi th  Hansen
he lp  a  g r -eu t  Ce . r l  s i nce  t -hcy
those of Ltrern who haven'  t .




